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1. Overall Description:
CT3 would like to thank SA4 for their LS on EVS over CS.

In the LS, SA4 provided (among other specifications) TS 26.454 v.1.0.0 "Codec for Enhanced Voice Services (EVS); Interface to Iu, Uu, Nb and Mb" that is being submitted for approval to SA plenary for information to CT3.

SA4 asked CT3 to provide guidance if it would be appropriate to document the Mb user plane description of the EVS codec (as used in IMS) in TS 26.445, or if TS 29.163 owned by CT3 would be a more appropriate place.

CT3 would like to clarify that TS 29.163 is an interworking specification between circuit-switched networks (such as the 3GPP CS domain) and the IMS, including both signalling interworking (between BICC and ISUP) and user plane interworking (between the Nb interface in a BICC based CS core network and the Mb interface in the IMS), and also covering related MGCF and IM-MGW interactions in a split architecture.

Thus, the definition of the Mb user plane is not in scope of TS 29.163 and CT3´s assumption is that this falls under SA4´s responsibility. However, it is CT3's understanding that the Mb user plane for EVS in the IMS is documented since Rel-12 in TS 26.445 (RTP profile) and TS 26.114, and CT3 based their Rel-12 work on EVS in the IMS on that understanding. CT3 is surprised that SA4 considers re-documentng this in a new Rel‑13 SA4 specification under the EVSoCS work item.

Furthermore, CT3 sees some potential overlap of TS 26.454 with specifications under CT3´s remit:

· The interworking procedures in CT3´s TS 29.163 overlap with procedures in Clause 11 of TS 26.454. (both related to signalling and user plane interworking)
· The interworking procedures in CT3´s TS 29.235 (interworking between a SIP-I based CS CN and the IMS) could overlap with procedures in Clause 11 of TS 26.454.

· CT3´s TS 29.414 (Core network Nb data transport and transport signalling) and CT3´s TS 29.415 (Core Network Nb Interface User Plane Protocols) overlap with information in Clauses 6, 8, 9 and 11 of TS 26.454
CT3 would also like to remind SA4 that stage 3 work for interworking between IMS and CS networks as well as for the Nb interface fall into CT3´s responsibility according to CT3´s terms of reference.
In the light of this, CT3 regards TS 26.454 as a stage-2 like requirement specification but believes that interworking and Nb interface related procedures for the EVS codec need to be documented in the above specifications under CT3´s remit. CT3 has agreed the attached EVS related CRs, which follows that principle.

2. Actions:

To SA4 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 asks SA4 to take the above information into account and avoid overlaps between TS 26.454 and specifications under CT3´s remit.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:

CT3 Meeting #85
23rd – 27th May 2016
Osaka, Japan
CT3 Meeting #86
25th – 29th July 2016
Tenerife, Spain

