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1. Overall Description:

TSG CT4 has reviewed the LS from ITU-T SG2 on “Evolution of Recommendation E.212” (C4-141261) and has analysed the scenarios raised by ITU-T SG2 in the first draft revision of Recommendation E.212 (TD 0405-GEN). 
TSG CT4 noticed that in Annex A “Criteria and procedures for the assignment and reclamation of shared E.212 mobile country codes (MCC) for networks and their respective mobile network codes (MNCs)” and in the new annex G “Criteria and procedures for the assignment and reclamation of E.212 mobile network codes (MNCs) under the shared mobile country code (MCC) 902 for global communications services” the following requirements state:
A.3.1 In accordance with this Recommendation, the shared MCC resources assigned to networks shall consist of a 3-digit shared MCC for networks followed by a 2- or 3-digit MNC.

G.3.1 In accordance with this Recommendation, the shared MCC resources assigned to global communications services under the 3-digit shared MCC (i.e. 902) shall consist of a 3-digit MNC.
It is important to remark that the mixing of 2-digit and 3-digit MNCs in a country and/or single MCC would have a major impact on the existing 3GPP specifications and existing implementations. As stated in the LS SP-120429 to ITU-T Study Group 2, this was captured in the 3GPP specs.
3GPP TS 23.003, the specification used as reference for numbering, addressing and identification in 3GPP systems, states in sub-clause 2.2: 

“Mobile Network Code (MNC) consisting of two or three digits for GSM/UMTS applications. The MNC identifies the home PLMN of the mobile subscriber. The length of the MNC (two or three digits) depends on the value of the MCC. A mixture of two and three digit MNC codes within a single MCC area is not recommended and is outside the scope of this specification. ” 

3GPP TS 23.122 states in Annex A: 

“Within a single country (or area identified by a MCC) all networks shall broadcast a 2 digit MNC, or all networks shall broadcast a 3 digit MNC. A mixture of broadcast 2 and 3 digit MNC codes is not permitted within a single country (or area identified by a MCC).”
It should also be noted that, interoperability and backward compatibility with existing implementations are requirements in 3GPP, so the introduction of a mixture of MNCs could not be covered by introducing new specification and leaving existing specifications unchanged.
In addition the behaviour of a 3-digit based subscriber roaming in a region where there is a mixture of 2-digit and 3-digit MNCs under a single MCC is unpredictable and further analysis of this is needed before all the impacts can be identified.

Based on the above reasons CT4 would like to express its concerns with regards to the impacts that mixing of 2-digit and 3-digit MNCs within a single country will have on existing devices and network implementations. 
Finally it is important to better understand all possible use cases and purposes of the Global MCC 902 in order to evaluate any impacts on the existing 3GPP specifications.
2. Actions:

To CT group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks CT Plenary to take above CT4 indications into account in the reply to ITU-T SG2’s LS
3. Date of Next CT and CT4 Meetings:
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