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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 led discussions about the encoding of transparent containers which are transported via the Gn- and the S3-interface as specified TSs under CT4 responsibility (TS 29.060 and TS 29.274).

History:

In Release 8, which introduced LTE access and related CN architectures, SA2 introduced at SA2#68 in S2-087160 and S2-087066 (both CRs against TS 23.401) the principle of conveying RAN containers via CN interfaces in a RAT-agnostic way.

RAN3 followed this approach by

-
introducing in TS 25.413 in §9.2.1.30a the Source to Target Transparent Container IE and the in §9.2.1.30b the Target to Source Transparent Container IE. Both containers may carry either UTRAN or E-UTRAN specific information and replace the UTRAN specific container previously present in the respective RANAP messages (as defined in §9.2.1.28 and §9.2.1.30) in order to support the principles specified in TS 23.401 in a backwards compatible way.

-
introducing in TS 36.413 the same kind of generic transparent containers (§9.2.1.56 and §9.2.1.57) which however may not only carry UTRAN and E-UTRAN specific but also GERAN specific information.
While discussing the RAN3 internal issue of encoding, we came across the fact that Gn and S3 interface specification does still not follow the RAT-agnostic approach required by SA2 stage 2 specification and would like to ask CT4 to correct the respective specifications under their responsibility.

RAN3 would suggest CT4 to refer to the generic containers Source to Target Transparent Container and Target to Source Transparent Container within TS 29.060 and TS 29.274 rather than to RAT-specific containers, e.g. as outlined in the CT4 CR (for info) attached to this LS. Please also refer to the added Annex in the corresponding S1-AP CR attached.
They way of referring to the transparent information, as outlined in the attached CT4 CR, represents the majority view, technically endorsed, within RAN3.

2. Actions:
To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly asks CT4 to correct 29.060 and 29.274 along the way outlined in that attached CR to TS 29.274 and provide the corresponding technically endorsed CRs to the September plenary.
3. Date of Next TSG–RAN WG3 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #73bis 
10th – 14th October 2011, Zhuhai, China.

TSG-RAN WG3 Meeting #74
14th – 18th November 2011, San Francisco, US
