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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thank RAN3 for their LS on Inter Coding of UE AMBR, MBR and GBR and would like to provide the following information and guidance.

3GPP TS 24.301 contains only one restriction on the use of the value zero, quote:
In this version of the protocol, for messages specified in the present document, the sending entity shall not request 0 kbps for both the maximum bit rate for downlink and the maximum bit rate for uplink at the same time. Any entity receiving a request for 0 kbps in both the maximum bit rate for downlink and the maximum bit rate for uplink shall consider that as a syntactical error (see clause 8 of 3GPP TS 24.008 [13])
The above restriction applies to both the maximum bit rate (MBR) and the guaranteed bit rate (GBR) parameters, since the coding of the GBR is identical to that of MBR, and therefore it is possible to set the value zero for downlink or uplink (MBR or GBR), but not for both directions.

Also, per 3GPP TS 24.301, the encoding of the APN-AMBR to the value zero is allowed.

Regarding the UE-AMBR parameter, if the gateway (PDN-GW) sets the APN-AMBR to zero for a PDN-connection and this is the only established PDN connection, then the UE-AMBR calculated by the MME, can also theoretically be set to zero. Note that the UE does not actually know the UE-AMBR.
CT1 would also like to highlight to RAN3 that the checking of the restriction of the use of value zero for the MBR or GBR in both directions (i.e., downlink and uplink) is actually performed and actions taken by the receiving entity of the NAS protocol and not by the eNodeB.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT1 kindly ask RAN3 to take the CT1 answer into account.
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