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DECISION
During the development of the 3GPP Technical Report 23.889 on Local Call Local Switch within Release 9 and now in Release 10, it has become apparent that the main point of contention is whether to support the transfer of the BSS-ID within the core network, in addition to the agreed GCR method utilised for call-leg correlation.

As already discussed at length, the main goal of exchanging the BSS-ID in the Core Network is to allow MSC's to perform a pre-check that a mobile to mobile call is served by the same BSS, and then correspondingly inform the BSS not to perform call correlation if the call legs are not served by the same BSS. It is believed by some companies that this saves overhead on the BSS side, as the BSS would only try to correlate the GCR IE's when it gets the indication from the MSC that the call is served by the same BSS. The benefits to the BSS and impacts to the CN have been discussed in CT4 for several meetings.  Several companies have supported the view to have a Mandatory support of the BSS-ID, whilst several companies have supported the view to have a GCR-only method.

However there is still no conclusion on this topic which has led to a delay in the progress of the LCLS work item, and has been a major factor in the work slipping from Release 9 to Release 10.
In order to progress the work, and increase the potential of completing normative work within the Release 10 timescales, the co-sourcing companies have agreed to compromise and therefore suggest the following way forward for the support of BSS-ID:

The BSS-ID may be optionally exchanged in the call establishment and during handover between MSC's. This optional mechanism would allow the MSC to pre-check whether a call is an intra-BSS call when the BSS-ID is received. If the BSS-ID is not received, the same the MSC would not perform the pre-checking and the behaviour would be as the GCR-only method.

Accepting this compromise solution means that:

· At Call Establishment:

· MSC's shall always include the GCR and LCLS Preference IE's (if available) in the Assignment Request messages

· If the BSS-ID is received by the MSC, the MSC may make the pre-check (dependent on whether BSS-ID is supported by the MSC) and:-
· if an Intra-BSS call is detected and there are no ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is needed;
· if a non Intra-BSS call is detected or there are ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS not to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is NOT needed’.
· If the BSS-ID is NOT received by the MSC, and:-
· if there are no ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is needed.’
· if there are no ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS not to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is NOT needed.’
· During inter-BSS Handover:

· MSC's shall always include the GCR and LCLS Preference IE's (if available) in the Handover Required messages

· If the BSS ID is received by the MSC, the MSC may make the pre-check (dependent on whether BSS ID is supported by the MSC) and

· if an Intra-BSS call is detected, and there are no ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is needed’;
· if a non Intra-BSS call is detected or there are ongoing supplementary services, inform the BSS not to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is NOT needed’.
· If the BSS ID is NOT received by the MSC, the MSC will not make the pre-check, and

· if there is no ongoing supplementary serves, inform the BSS by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is preferred’.
· if there are ongoing supplementary serves inform the BSS not to perform call leg correlation by setting a new IE (e.g. the ‘LCLS preference’ IE) to: ‘call leg correlation is NOT needed.’
Conclusion

The proposal is to agree on a Working Assumption to support the BSS-ID as an optional parameter to be exchanged within the core network as detailed above.
