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As concluded in CT4#46 meeting, LDAP will be chosen to be the protocol of basic capabilities such as create, delete, update, and query, if no proof against LDAP or no better candidate is proposed in the next meeting.
The major issue left is what protocol to use for Subscription and Notification. If another protocol other than LDAP is used, it would make the implementation much more complex for vendors, as well as the management and maintenance for the operators.

So, the choice to extend LDAP would be a good way to go in R9. As we can see for the future, LDAP will be mainly used for core network services like HLR, HSS and AAA, because the MAP and Diameter service have big traffic and need real-time response, and LDAP is efficient enough for those, which has been proven by worldwide deployments. Besides, the MAP and Diameter service would stay stable as predicted, and then the Subscription/Notification in LDAP, if well designed, can be once-for-all work and doesn't need much change. Sure there is risk about LDAP’s extension in IETF, but there were plenty of cases that extension of protocol was specified in 3GPP and then went to IETF. The risk can be minimized if the extension is well done by 3GPP in advance.
In  the near future, the major mission of UDC should shift to sharing the user data with the applications in service network, provisioning and Internet, then another Ud (might be another interface name) protocol should be provided, considering that LDAP wouldn’t fit in well for that mission since it is too difficult to be extended. 
The new protocol, for example, can be SOAP/XML. SOAP/XML stands out because
1. SOAP can easily provide Subscription/Notification, as well as the extensions on that. The S/N would be very popular in service network and Internet, and its design is not once-for-all work for all the keep-coming applications. 
2. SOAP can provide Bulk which LDAP can’t at all. 

3. We never know what more capability we need for Ud interface in the long run, and SOAP or other XML-based protocol with high extensibility is almost the only choice for future-proof.
4. Based on the popular HTTP protocol, SOAP is already used widely for Internet service. 

5. With SOAP, the extension can be accomplished much more flexibly, that is, without any software upgrading and service disruption. (Editor’s Note: That feature needs confirm from vendors)

As a new selection, SOAP should also provide create, delete, update, and query.

To sum up, it is proposed that in R9 S/N use LDAP and in R10 SOAP be specified as the new UDC protocol.
