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1. Introduction
At the CT4-#40bis meeting in Phoenix, a working assumption was reached to use the Extension Header framework (with Comprehension Required bits set to 01) as the basis for future extensions for the GTP-U protocol. This proposal provides the framework. 
2. Reason for Change
The GTP-U protocol needs a common framework for adding extensions while preserving backwards compatibility. 
3. Conclusions

<Conclusion part (optional)>

4. Proposal

It is proposed to agree the following changes to 3GPP TS 29.281 v.1.1.0.
* * * First Change * * * *

4.X New Functionality

With regard to the previous releases, the present specification may define some new functions. Such new functions shall ensure full backwards compatibility with Pre-Rel-8 nodes conforming to 3GPP TS 29.060 [x1]. If the new functions are specified with the Extension Headers, bits 8 and 7 of the Extension Header Type shall be set to 0, 0  respectively or 0, 1 respectively. If the new functions are specified with Information Elements, such Information Elements shall be TLV-encoded and optional. 
