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3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following definitions apply:

Codec: device to encode information from its original representation into an encoded form and to decode encoded information into its original representation

Codec Lists, Selected Codecs: The OoBTC procedures pass a number of codec lists created by comparing the capabilities of the different nodes or equipment involved. For the different interfaces involved during call setup, handover, and relocation, the following codec lists and selected codecs need to be distinguished – where codec lists are ordered, "ordered" is included in the description:

i) Supported Codecs List (DTAP) – this is the list of codecs supported by the UE. It is subdivided into codecs supported for the currently used radio access and codecs that can be used for other radio accesses supported by the UE. The list contains only the codec types, but not the individual configuration, as the UE is mandated to support all configurations for a given codec type.

ii) Supported Codecs List (BSSMAP) - this is the list of codecs supported by the BSS (BSS-SCL). The list contains the codec types as well as the individual codec configurations supported by the radio access at the very moment of call setup.

iii) Supported Codecs List (BICC) – this ordered list is used on NNI (BICC) OoBTC signalling. At call setup it is sent forward by the node originating the OoBTC signalling and contains the default PCM codec and a set of codecs that is common to the nodes and the equipment involved in setting up the call. For a mobile originating call, these are the UE and the MGWs involved in the connection and, for UTRAN, GERAN Iu-mode and GERAN AOIP mode, also the originating radio access. At inter-MSC relocation and inter-MSC handover, the Supported Codecs List (BICC) is sent forward by the anchor MSC towards the target MSC and contains the default PCM codec and a set of codecs that is common to the anchor MSC and the nodes involved in setting up the new call leg towards the target MSC. For UDI/RDI multimedia calls with fallback and service change according to 3GPP TS 23.172 [17], the multimedia dummy codec will be included (see 3GPP TS 26.103 [5]).
iv) Available Codecs List (BICC) – this is the list of codecs available for the NNI connection. It is returned in the backward signalling to the node that originated the OoBTC and is a subset of the Supported Codecs List (BICC) sent forward. At call setup the Available Codecs List (BICC) contains the default PCM codec and a common set of codecs that can be supported by all nodes and, if Transcoder Free Operation has been achieved end-to-end, also by the UEs and the radio access networks that are involved in the call. At inter-MSC relocation and inter-MSC handover to UMTS, the Available Codecs List (BICC) contains the default PCM codec and a set of codecs that can be supported by all nodes involved in setting up the new call leg towards the target MSC and, if Transcoder Free Operation can be maintained end-to-end after the handover or relocation, also by the UE and the target radio access network.

v) Selected Codec (BICC) – this is the codec selected to be used on the NNI connection. It is one of the codecs contained in the Available Codecs List (BICC) and may be different from the codec that is used on the radio interface, but if end-to-end Transcoder Free Operation has been achieved, this will be the common codec for all nodes, the UEs, and the radio accesses.

vi) Iu-Supported Codecs List (MAP) – this ordered list is used for MAP signalling from the anchor MSC to the target MSC. It is subdivided into lists for UTRAN and GERAN Iu-mode and contains the codecs common to the UE and to the anchor MGW for each radio access supported by the UE. The codec capabilities of the serving radio access, i.e. the radio access used prior to the inter-MSC handover or relocation, are not taken into account. Codecs that are only applicable to the NNI, e.g. the default PCM codec or the multimedia dummy codec (see 3GPP TS 26.103 [5]), are not included.

vii) Iu-Available Codecs List (MAP) – this is the list of codecs available for the target Iu interface. When returned by the target MSC to the anchor MSC in response to an initial Prepare Handover message it is the Iu-Supported Codecs List (MAP) reduced according to the capabilites of the target MGW and the target radio access. After a subsequent intra-MSC handover or relocation, the target MSC may update the Iu-Available Codecs List (MAP) according to the capabilites of its associated MGW and the new target radio access, if necessary. 

viii) Iu-Selected Codec (MAP) – this is the codec selected for the target Iu interface. It is one of the codecs contained in the Iu-Available Codecs List (MAP). In response to a Prepare Handover request message this is the codec selected by the target MSC and indicated back to the anchor MSC. When sent from the anchor MSC in a Forward Access Signalling request message during a codec modification, it contains the codec type and configuration chosen by the anchor MSC.

ix) Iu-Currently Used Codec (MAP) – this is the codec in use on the serving Iu interface prior to an inter-MSC handover.

x) TFO Codec List (H.248) – this is the list of codecs for use by the MGW during TFO in-band negotiations with a distant node. The list is passed via the Mc interface from the server to the MGW. The first entry of the TFO Codec List (H.248) is to be used by the MGW as the 'Local Used Codec' (see [10]).

xi) Distant Codec List (H.248) – this is the list of codecs received by the MGW from a distant node during TFO in-band negotiations. The list is passed via the Mc interface from the MGW to the server. The first entry of the Distant Codec List (H.248) is the 'Distant Used Codec' received by the MGW (see [10]).

xii) Codec (H.248) – this is the codec for use on a certain MGW termination. It is passed via the Mc interface from the server to the MGW. 

Within the ordered codec lists, the codecs are ordered in decreasing order of priority, the first entry in the list being the highest priority codec (preferred codec).
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