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1. Overall Description:

3GPP TSG CT4 has completed the feasibility study on the CAT service in 3GPP CS domain and defining the corresponding specifications. For providing the multimedia CAT service to the calling party UE, it raises the new requirement on the calling party UE to establish the H.324m call with the CAT server before the called party answers the call while the call is still in alerting phase, and re-establish the H.324m call with the called party UE for conversation after the called party answers the call.

Because the CAT service is an optional feature which may be deployed as per the operator's decision, the requirement on the calling party multimedia UE can not be mandated. That is, not all the multimedia UE will be CAT capable. Furthermore existing UE does not support the requirement.
To avoid useless reservation of resources in the CAT Server when the calling party UE is not a CAT capable UE, the GMSC server in the called party network is required to get the information whether the calling party UE is CAT capable, which requires conveying the calling party UE multimedia CAT capability from the calling party network to the called party network via the call control protocols.

In 3GPP CS domain, the BICC and ISUP protocols are widely being used as the call control signaling protocol between MSC Servers and the protocol is still being maintained in ITU-T SG11. 3GPP TSG CT4 kindly asks ITU-T SG11 to take the requirements into account that conveying the information that whether the calling party UE is CAT capable in the IAM message between exchanges by the BICC and ISUP protocol.
The following solutions have been discussed in 3GPP TSG CT4:

1. Re-use of a spare parameter (e.g. a spare parameter in Forward Call Indicators): This solution is quite simple but an intermediary nodes (e.g. transit exchanges) which have not been upgraded to recognize and transparently forward this parameter may re-set the value to "0" as specified in ITU-T specifications.

2. A parameter or indicator in APM message: This solution is more future proofed but it does not work when ISUP or SIP-I protocol is being used as the call control protocol.

3. A fully new Information Element: This solution is more backward compatible and it is proposed to be adopted as the way for the requirements.

3GPP TSG CT4 kindly asks ITU-T SG11 to define a fully new Information Element to convey a "Multimedia CAT Capability Indicator" to indicate whether the calling party UE is CAT capable in the BICC/ISUP IAM message between exchanges.
2. Actions:

To ITU-T SG11.

ACTION: 
3GPP TSG CT4 kindly asks ITU-T SG11 to define a fully new Information Element to convey a "Multimedia CAT Capability Indicator" to indicate whether the calling party UE is CAT capable in the BICC/ISUP IAM message between exchanges.
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