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1. Overall Description:

CT4 has continued the discussion on the version of GTP-U to be used for GTP based user plane interfaces in EPS. 

CT4 has decided to use GTP-U version 1 for all GTP based user plane interfaces in release 8. 

Furthermore, CT4 has decided to create a new TS as normative specification for GTP-U from release 8 onwards. This TS will:
· Define the GTP user plane protocol to be used by all release 8 interfaces. Including the release 8 implementations of Gn, Gp and Iu, but also all new Sx interfaces not covered by TS 29.060.

· Ensure full backward compatibility with any release-7 implementation of GTP-U (RNCs, SGSNs and GGSNs on any of their GTP based interfaces).

· Reference TS 29.274 for any parts common between GTPv2-C and GTPv1-U, as long as they do not introduce a significant risk for a non-backwards-compatible development of GTP user plane.

· Reference TS 29.060, only for commonalities with the GTPv1 control plane.

The user plane related parts of 3GPP TS 29.060 will become superseded by the new TS and a corresponding statement will be added to TS 29.060.

For further details on the motivations, the handling of the new TS and of TS 29.060 and of related essential corrections, please see the attached contribution C4-082351.

This new TS will be (3GPP TS 29.xxx "3GPP Evolved Packet System; GPRS Tunnelling Protocol User Plane (GTP-U)").
CT4 also wants to point out that this LS already handles the action requested by "S2-085134 Response LS on Direct Data Forwarding for Inter 3GPP RAT Handover”. Therefore CT4 will not send any additional Response LS to S2-085134.
2. Actions:

To SA2, RAN2 and RAN3 groups.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks SA2, RAN2 and RAN3 to take the above decisions into consideration.
3. Date of Next CT4 Meetings:

CT4#40bis
6th – 10th October 2008

Phoenix, US
CT4#41
10th – 14th November 2008 
TBD

