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1. Overall Description:

3GPP is currently standardising message conference procedures in split architecture. However, no suitable ITU-T defined package appears to be available to meet the message conference requirements and procedures. 
Related high level procedures (stage 2) have already been standardised by 3GPP CT4 in section 6.2.10 and 8 of 3GPP TS 23.333. Now 3GPP CT4 needs to define a H.248 encoding for those procedures. To date CT4 has also discussed related stage 3 procedures and described the format of the related parameters in 3GPP TS 29.333.

CT4 considers that it is preferable to standardize new H.248 packages separately from H.248 profiles, ideally as H.248.xx sub-series within ITU-T, especially when the package may be used by other standards bodies. CT4 would therefore like to kindly suggest that ITU-T Q3/16 creates a new work item to define the packages as ITU-T H.248.xx standard taking the format of parameters described in CT4 into consideration. After ITU-T Q3/16 has approved the H.248.xx the related parts in 3GPP TS 29.333 will be updated according to the new H.248.xx specification.

The latest result of CT4 stage 3 procedures and description of related parameters as a first version of the procedures to support message conference were documented in the attached C4-082441 for your reference. It will be email approved next week on CT4 email list.

CT4 expects the definition of the related packaged to be available in the 3GPP Rel-8 timeframe (expected freezing of the Release in the end of 2008).
However CT4 feels that a definition of such packages by ITU-T Q3/16 would be preferable as it is expected that these packages could also be applied in entities outside the scope of 3GPP. 
2. Actions:

To ITU Q3/16 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks ITU Q3/16 to create a new work item for studying H.248 packages to support message conference. CT4 additionally asks ITU Q3/16 to review the attached CR and to provide feedback.
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