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1. Overall Description:

SA5 thanks SA2 for the LS on need of charging characteristics and confirms this as essential. 
EPC Charging is configured based on the use of Charging Characteristics for Offline Charging in a tight interworking with Online Charging. 
In addition of the Charging Characteristics, the values and change condition of some other GTP Information elements (like RAT type, User Location Information and MS Time Zone) are also important to fulfil the operator requirements on EPC Charging as well as to support the backward compatibility for PS Charging. 
However, to simplify EPS by reducing the number of supported Information Elements in GTP or missing information in PMIP protocols, will lead to restrictions in the operators' Charging and Billing business.

2. Actions:

To SA2
ACTION: 
SA5 asks SA2 to consider the corresponding support in TS 23.401 and TS 23.402.
To CT4

ACTION: 
SA5 asks CT4 to support Charging Characteristics as well as the other charging related parameters while upgrading GTP to version 2 in TS 29.060.
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