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1  Introduction

It is stated that a standardised AS service data schema for services is needed in the section 4.4 of the TR 29.864. But whether the HSS needs to understand the schema is to be determined.
2  Discussion
Option 1:

The schema is unknown to the HSS. In this case, the service data is still transparent to the HSS. The HSS need not check whether the service data is valid or not. The application servers are responsible for the validity and correctness of the data. If the Application Server updates part of the service data, the HSS could locate the data by matching the identity of the part of the service data within the whole service data.
Option 2:

The schema is known to the HSS. The HSS stores the schema for each service data identified by a Service Indication. When the service data is created or updated by the Application Server, the HSS could check the validity of the data according to the schema. If the Application Server updates part of the service data, the HSS could locate the data directly. However, this will heavily impact the HSS and the Sh interface.
Though understanding the schema could make partial update of the service data easy, for less impact to the HSS and the Sh interface, it is better to keep the data transparent to the HSS.
3  Recommendation/Proposal
According to the above discussion, it is proposed to add the following texts to TR 29.864 v0.1.0.
**************    First Change    *******************

5.x 
Service Data Schema
The Service Data Schema shall be transparent to the HSS. The HSS has no responsibility to check the validity and correctness of the stored service data.

**************    End of Change    *******************
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