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1. Overall Description:
CT4 would like to inform SA3 that CT4 has taken into account the following LS from SA3, CT and SA:

· Reply LS (S3-070402) on "Interface for GBA usage with HLR" from SA3 
· Reply LS (CP-070499) on "Interface for GBA usage with HLR" from CT
· Reply LS (SP-070484) on "Interface for GBA usage with HLR" from SA

Based on these LSs, CT4 agreed to incorporate to the TS 29.109 a normative text on the use of the MAP-based Zh' interface between BSF and possible stand-alone HLR (without any Diameter-based interface).
However, CT4 would like to point out the following potential issue raised with the introduction of the possibility to have multiple interfaces for GBA.

In the same network, different HSS entities may be deployed and some of them may support the Zh interface (Diameter-based) while others may support only the Zh' interface (MAP-based). Such a scenario may happen e.g. during a migration path between two consecutive network releases.
In such a network configuration, during a boostrapping procedure, the BSF will have to first perform an IMPI (or IMSI) to HSS resolution before being able to use the correct interface for the retrieval of an authentication vector (and possibly GBA User Security Settings) from the HSS.

This kind of functionality seems not to be available and, without this function, it seems that it would be difficult to deploy the BSF with multiple interfaces for GBA. 
If this issue may exist, CT4 believes that this is outside the scope of the TS 29.109 and it is up to SA3 to decide how to resolve this issue.

2. Actions:

To SA3 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks SA3 to take the above information into account.
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