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Background

This paper presents the Ericsson input to the discussion raised in C4-050711 by Lucent.  
Discussion

Ericsson agrees with Lucent that the subsequent handover scenarios to MSC-B' (or MSC-A), specifically 1c, 1d, 2c, 2d, 3c, 3d are of course possible when Inter-System UMTS-GSM Handover is attempted. However we disagree with statements by Lucent and Siemens that a UMTS to UMTS subsequent Inter-MSC relocation back to anchor/3rd MSC is not possible after a successful UMTS to GSM handover, i.e. cases 1g, 1h, 2c and 2d are indeed applicable. In other words, a protocol switch from BSSMAP to RANAP is possible. Subclauses 8.3.3 and 8.3.4 are very clear and no further clarifications are needed;  "If 3G_MSC-A is replaced by MSC-A in the procedures, then a subsequent relocation from 3G_MSC-B to 3G_MSC-B' shall not be possible since MSC-A does not support the RANAP protocol." It specifically states that a subsequent Inter-MSC SRNS relocation can occur after a basic Inter-MSC HO (using BSSMAP on E-interface) if the anchor MSC (MSC-A) is a 3G MSC. But on the other hand, if  the anchor MSC (MSC-A) is a 2G MSC then the subsequent inter-MSC SRNS relocation to 3rd MSC (MSC B') cannot be performed, which is an absolutely valid statement since the 2G MSC (MSC-A) is NOT able to support RANAP protocol.
  
Clause 7 paragraph g) in 23.009 states that a subsequent Inter-MSC SRNS relocation is allowed when BSSMAP is on E-interface; "finally, during supervision, i.e. while the MS is not in the area of MSC-A after a successful Inter-MSC handover, the subset of BSSAP procedures and their related messages - as defined in 3GPP TS 49.008 [7] - shall apply on the E-Interface. As the only exception to this rule, in case of a subsequent inter-MSC SRNS relocation back to 3G_MSC-A or to a third 3G_MSC-B, during the relocation resource allocation, the relocation and trace related messages that are part of the applicable RANAP subset - as defined in 3GPP TS 29.108 [15] - shall be transferred on the E-interface (see subclause 8.3, a and b). If a subsequent inter-MSC handover/relocation back to 3G_MSC-A or to a third 3G_MSC-B' is cancelled, then the supervision continues, and BSSAP procedures and their related messages shall apply on the E-interface."

For intra-MSC handovers/relocations in non-Anchor MSC (MSC-B) that interrupt a security or RAB assignment procedure, we agree with the handling proposed in cases 1a, 1b, 1e, 1f, 2a and 2b.
 

For cases 1c, 1d, 3c and 3d related to the subsequent handover back to anchor or 3rd MSC, our view is that the transfer of cause "relocation triggered" in BSSMAP Messages Cipher Mode Reject  (in 1c and 1d the sentence "MSC-B will forward the SecurityModeRej" is incorrect since we have BSSMAP on the E-interface, assume Cipher Mode Reject was intended) and Assignment Failure in not needed and it has the following disadvantages that were also brought up by Ericsson in the initial discussion in Atlanta last year:
 

· RANAP functionality and RANAP causes in BSSMAP. 

· Bad documentation since the cause was introduced in 29.010 and 48.008 but no TS described the new functionality for BSSMAP on E- interface. 

· Deviation from standard BSSMAP procedures, i.e. anchor MSC has now to re-initiate the BSSMAP procedures in some very "special" RANAP scenarios while for the rest of the cases/procedures old handling is kept. 
· Lastly, 49.008 states that BSSMAP procedures apply on the E interface as on A interface. No deviation regarding 'relocation triggered' cause is described.
We do not see any reason to send back Cipher Mode Reject with a RANAP cause when the serving access in MSC-B is an RNC. The MSC-A is aware that a pending Ciphering procedure was interrupted by a Handover and upon successful completion of the handover, MSC-A will reinitiate the interrupted procedure towards MSC-C, just like the pure GSM handovers. In addition, by using this solution we will have a consistent handling when BSSMAP is used on E-interface, independent of the handover type (GSM to GSM or UMTS to GSM). It should also be noted that timer expiry problem in MSC-A should not occur taking into account the fact that such a problem has never occurred in pure GSM handovers.
 

A handling identical to GSM handover is also proposed for case 1d. The difference is that instead of MSC-A to restart the interrupted procedure, MSC-B will do the re-initiation towards the RNC-B after the unsuccessful completion of the Handover.

 
The same handling is also proposed for the RAB Assignment cases 3c and 3d, and we also tend to agree with Lucent's comment about the cause 'Directed retry', and not 'relocation triggered' in these two scenarios.
 

In addition, we have included scenarios 2e and 2f for a basic GSM->UMTS and respective successful and unsuccessful subsequent Inter-MSC HO UMTS->GSM towards MSC-C as it was also implied in Lucent's email.
 

Lastly, it seems that proposals are missing for the cases where a basic Inter-MSC SRNS relocation has successfully been performed, i.e RANP on the E-interface, MSC has initiated RAB ASSIGNMENT REQUEST towards non-anchor MSC and in MSC-B a ciphering or assignment procedure towards RNC-B is interrupted by an intra MSC-B relocation/handover. 
Below are the HO scenarios missing from 23.099 that could be usefully added to aid interoperability.

The following cases are:

1.) SecurityModeReject with cause 'Relocation Triggered',

RelocationRequired with 'Directed Retry' or any other cause
2.) RABAssignmentResponse with cause 'Relocation Triggered', RelocationRequired with any cause except 'Directed Retry'
3.) RABAssignmentResponse with cause 'Relocation Triggered', RelocationRequired with cause 'Directed Retry'

----------------------------------------------------

1a.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B

(Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-B--CipherModeCmd-->BSS-B

MSC-B<--CipherModeCmp--BSS-B

MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the HO completes, MSC-B will retry the CIPHER MODE procedure towards the BSS

- MSC-B will forward the CipherModeCmp to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

1b.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeCmp--RNC-B

MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the HO fails, MSC-B will retry the SEQURITY MODE procedure towards the RNC

- MSC-B will forward the CipherModeCmp to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

1c.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B




(Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-C

MSC-C--CipherModeCmd-->BSS-C

MSC-C<--CipherModeCmp--BSS-C

MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-C

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'


- When the HO completes, MSC-A will retry the CIPHER MODE procedure towards MSC-C since MSC-A is aware of the interrupted Ciphering procedure and the link with MSC-B is no longer which was the MSC responsible for the re-initiation of the interrupted procedure
----------------------------------------------------

1d.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)


MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeCmp--RNC-B

MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'


- When the HO fails, MSC-B will retry the SEQURITY MODE procedure towards  RNC-B
1e.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B

(Successful Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-C
MSC-B<--SecurityModeCmp--RNC-C
MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the relocation completes, MSC-B will retry the SECURITY MODE procedure towards the RNC-C
- MSC-B will forward the CipherModeCmp to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

1f.)SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-A--ForwardAccSig(CipherModeCmd)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeRej--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-B--SecurityModeCmd-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--SecurityModeCmp--RNC-B

MSC-A<--ProcessAccSig(CipherModeCmp)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the relocation fails, MSC-B will retry the SEQURITY MODE procedure towards the RNC-B
- MSC-B will forward the CipherModeCmp to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

1g.) SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C


(Inter-MSC HO has been completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

Ongoing subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C 

MSC-A—ForwardAccsig (CipherModeCmd)(MSC-B

MSC-B – SecurityModeCmd ( RNC-B

MSC-B ( SecurityModeRej – RNC-B

(Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C

MSC-A -- ForwardAccsig (SecurityModeCmd)(MSC-C

MSC-C – SecurityModeCmd ( RNC-C

MSC-C ( SecurityModeCmp – RNC-C

MSC-A ( ProcessAccSig (SecurityModeCmp) – MSC-C

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered' received from RNC-B

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the relocation completes, MSC-A will retry the SEQURITY MODE procedure towards the MSC-C, since MSC-A is aware of the interrupted Ciphering procedure and the link with MSC-B is no longer which was the MSC responsible for the re-initiation of the interrupted procedure
- MSC-C will forward the SecurityModeCmp to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

1h.) SEQURITY MODE Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C


(Inter-MSC HO has been completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

Ongoing subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C 

MSC-A—ForwardAccsig (CipherModeCmd)(MSC-B

MSC-B – SecurityModeCmd ( RNC-B

MSC-B ( SecurityModeRej – RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C

MSC-B – SecurityModeCmd ( RNC-B

MSC-B ( SecurityModeCmp – RNC-B

MSC-A ( ProcessAccSig (CipherModeCmp) – MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The SecurityModeRej contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered' received from RNC-B

- MSC-B will discard the SecurityModeRej

- When the relocation fails, MSC-B will retry the SEQURITY MODE procedure towards the RNC-B

- MSC-B will forward the CipherModeCmp to MSC-A
----------------------------------------------------

2a.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

(Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-B--AssignmentRequest-->BSS-B

MSC-B<--AssignmentComplete--BSS-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse

- When the HO completes, MSC-B will retry the traffic channel ASSIGNMENT

procedure towards the BSS

- MSC-B will forward the AssignmentComplete to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

2b.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Intra-MSC relocation on MSC-B UMTS->UMTS)

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse

- When the HO fails, MSC-B will retry the RAB ASSIGNMENT procedure towards the RNC

- MSC-B will forward the AssignmentComplete to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

2c.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C


(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B


(Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(RABAssignmentRequest)-->MSC-C

MSC-C--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-C
MSC-C<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-C
MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(RABAssignmentResponse )--MSC-C

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse



- When the relocation completes, MSC-A will retry the  RABASSIGNMENT
procedure towards MSC-C

----------------------------------------------------

2d.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C


(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

 
(Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC relocation to MSC-C)


MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse



- When the relocation fails, MSC-B will retry the RAB ASSIGNMENT procedure towards RNC-B
2e.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

(Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO UMTS to GSM towards MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-C

MSC-C--AssignmentRequest-->BSS-C

MSC-C<--AssignmentComplete--BSS-C
MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-C

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'
- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse
- When the HO completes, MSC-A will retry the  traffic channel ASSIGNMENT procedure towards MSC-C
2f.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

(Ongoing Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO UMTS to GSM towards MSC-C)

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse

- When the HO fails, MSC-B will retry the RAB ASSIGNMENT procedure towards RNC-B

----------------------------------------------------

3a.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-B<--RelocationRequired--RNC-B

(Successful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse 
contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered', the RelocationRequired contains the cause value 'Directed Retry'

- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse

- When the Directed Retry HO completes, MSC-B will forward the

AssignmentComplete to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

3b.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-B<--RelocationRequired--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Intra-MSC HO on MSC-B UMTS->GSM)

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'
- MSC-B will discard the RABAssignmentResponse

- When the Directed Retry HO fails, MSC-B will retry the RAB ASSIGNMENT

procedure towards the RNC (same as in (2b))

- MSC-B will forward the AssignmentComplete to MSC-A

----------------------------------------------------

3c.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B


MSC-B<--RelocationRequired--RNC-B

(Successful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'
- 

- When the Directed Retry HO completes, there is no need for MSC-A to retry the

traffic channel ASSIGNMENT procedure since obtaining a traffic channel was

accomplished by the Directed Retry HO at the target radio system, 

because cause = 'Directed Retry' and MSC-B sent 

MAP PrepareSubsequentHOReq(HandoverRequest containing TCH parameters)

for the directed retry case.

----------------------------------------------------

3d.)RAB ASSIGNMENT Procedure (Relocation Triggered):

    Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C

(Inter-MSC HO has completed between MSC-A and MSC-B)

MSC-A--PrepareHOReq(AssignmentRequest)-->MSC-B

MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B


MSC-B<--RelocationRequired--RNC-B

(Unsuccessful Subsequent Inter-MSC HO to MSC-C)


MSC-B--RABAssignmentRequest-->RNC-B

MSC-B<--RABAssignmentResponse--RNC-B

MSC-A<--PrepareHORsp(AssignmentComplete)--MSC-B

- Inter-MSC HO (GSM->UMTS) completes between MSC-A and MSC-B

- The RABAssignmentResponse contains the cause value 'Relocation Triggered'
- 

- When the HO fails, MSC-B will retry the RAB ASSIGNMENT procedure towards RNC-B (same as 2d)

- MSC-B will forward the AssignmentComplete to MSC-A

Proposal

Ericsson seeks opinions and a principle decision on the way forward of this proposal in order to get a technical agreement before proceeding on producing the appropriate CRs for the above scenarios.
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