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1.
Introduction

The process followed by 3GPP WGs for testing the correctness and quality of OpenAPI definitions relies on the automatic parsing of the corresponding YAML files stored on the 3GPP Forge "5G_APIs" repository (https://forge.3gpp.org/rep/all/5G_APIs).
In such repository, there is a number of stable branches (one branch per release), which are updated after every TSG plenary meeting. The stable branches are named as "REL-15", … "REL-18", etc.
Then, during the WG meetings, a number of official draft branches are created (again, one draft branch per release), which are used only during the timespan between each TSG plenary meeting; they are deleted after each TSG plenary meeting, once their contents has been fully tested and included into the stable branches. These official draft branches also follow a strict naming pattern (e.g. "Rel18-draft-TSG103")
It has been observed that, sometimes, individual delegates create draft branches for their private usage. While this normally does not create any issues, in some occasions the naming of those private branches have followed similar naming as the official draft branches, and this has misled some TS rapporteurs to upload the YAML file into the wrong draft brach.
Also, the practice of systematically creating private branches, if done by many delegates, and considering the number of active 3GPP releases (e.g. from Rel-15 to Rel-19), may bring an explosion on the number of draft branches in use, making it harder to navigate across different branches on the GitLab user interface, and creating more opportunities for mistakes.

2.
Proposals
After discussion with certain CT WGs officials, it was found beneficial to keep allowing the practice of creating private branches, but under certain guideliness that (if agreed by the WGs) should be observed by all delegates:
a)
Private branches should be created only if really needed; note that each Forge GitLab user has a private repository at his/her disposition, where private testing can be done without interfering with the official 3GPP repository. E.g. https://forge.3gpp.org/rep/<username>; using these private repositories also has the advantage that the tests done by each delegate are, by default, not visible to other users (unless the repository is explicitly made "public" by the owner)
b)
The name of private branches created on the "5G_APIs" repository should be always prefixed by the username (or common name) of the delegate that creates it, and should be as different as possible to the official draft branches names (e.g. "john-testing-r18")
c)
The life span of private branches should be as short as possible (ideally, not more than a few days), and they should be deleted as soon as the testing is done. Again, for tests that require longer persistence, the approach of using private repositories describe in bullet a) should be preferred.
3.
Decision
The authors of this paper kindly ask CT4 to discuss the proposals above and, if they are agreed, to start adopting them as soon as possible, and distribute these agreements across WGs developing OpenAPI-based specifications.
Annex.
How to create a repository on the 3GPP GitLab personal user space

1)
Navigate to the URL of your personal space:
https://forge.3gpp.org/rep/<username>
Replace <username> by your ETSI Online (EOL) user identity

2)
On the top navigation bar, go to the "+" icon, and select "New project/repository" in the drop-down menu

3)
Select "Create blank project"

-
Enter a project name

-
In the project URL, after https://forge.3gpp.org/rep/, select your user name (do NOT select "all", if that option is available for you)

-
In "Project slug", enter the path segment name that you will use for your project URL (by default it is constructed based on the project name entered above, but you can change it)

-
Keep the Visibility Level as "private" and the rest of options with their default settings
-
Press "Create project"
4)
Once the project/repository is created, the user can create as many branches as desired, and upload files to it, same as done with the "5G_APIs" (or any other) repository

5)
By repeating steps 2-4, a user can create as many private repositories as needed


