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1. Introduction
CT4 postponed [CR 29.526 0006 Rel-16 AAA Server Address] in C4-204358, pending reply LS from SA2. Unfortunately, SA2#140-e (19 August – 1 September 2020) failed to reach agreement on replying to CT4. Two competing drafts were discussed in S2-2004879 and S2-2005477, but neither of them was agreed. It looks unlikely SA2 will address this matter once again at SA2#141-e on 12-23 October 2020.
2. Discussion
Let me elaborate on the background of the matter. In November 2019, SA2#136 agreed CR1815 to TS 29.502 in S2-1912064. The CR replaced Figure 4.2.9.2-1 (Network Slice-Specific Authentication and Authorization procedure) with new one, which created a discrepancy between the figure and the existing text right after it. Usually, in stage 2 specs the text in the bullet points that describe a procedure is more accurate than the respective figure, when it comes to message contents, i.e. to the list of conveyed IEs.  Therefore, also in this case we should likely rely on the text describing the procedure when doing stage 3 alignments. 
If we take a closer look into CR1815 to TS 29.502, neither the "reason for change" not the "summary of the change" indicate the CR aimed at removing AAA-S address from Nnssaaf_NSSAA_Authenticate Request (see clause 4.2.9.2 step 4 in the CR):
· Reason for change: Clarify the role of AUSF in NSSAA based on SA3 input received to show the AUSF is acting as translator of the protocol used in 5GS to protocol used in AAA-S.
· Summary of change: Update of the clauses to clarify the role of the AUSF further.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Therefore, the scope of the CR1815 is confined to the role of AUSF in NSSAA and all changes consistently update the spec in this respect. There is no reason to believe that the CR authors forgot to remove AAA-S address from step 4. Below is the quote from the CR1815 to TS 29.502:
4.	The AMF sends the EAP ID to the AUSF in a Nausf_Communication_EAPMessage_TransferNSSAA_Authenticate Request (EAP ID Response, AAA-S address, GIPSI, S-NSSAI).
The controvercy arose because the CR has updated respective Figure 4.2.9.2-1 and in the new figure the text above the step 4 arrow does not explicitly read "AAA-S address". It is however is a commonplace practice at SA2 not to show the full list of parameters in the figures, because oftentimes an exhaustive list of parameters simply will not fit into the figure filed. 
3. Proposal
It is proposed to agree the postponed [CR 29.526 0006 Rel-16 AAA Server Address] in C4-204358, unless SA2#141-e (12-23 October 2020) sends back to CT4 an LS that would urge CT4 not to remove FFS from TS 29.526.
