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Introduction

Whereas we are cognisant that the interactions between NF services within one NF are not specified in Release 15 there remains scenarios where multiple instances of an NF may require interactions between service implementations.
For example, in TS 23.501, subclause 6.3.7.1

“The selected PCF for serving the UE and the selected PCF for serving a PDU session of this UE may be the same or may be different.”

In this case the method of interaction between the Npcf_AMPolicyControl and Npcf_SMPolicyControl on the separate PCF instances is not specified.
This situation lends itself to a vendor specific implementation of the communication between given NF service implementations. Operators have expressed a desire to be able to interchange vendor NF service implementations with a minimum of interoperational issues.
This contribution suggests some possible solutions to address this issue:

Proposal 1: 
a) Do nothing more for Release 15 and leave NF service implementations specific to the vendor.

b) Inform SA2 of this issue for consideration in study TR 23.742 FS_eSBA 

Proposal 2:

Enhance and expand specific NF service APIs to cater for the requirements of communication within the NF.

Proposal 3:

Propose guidelines for inter-service implementation communication within the NF, for example: use HTTP methods rather than other signalling methods
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