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1. Overall Description:

CT WG3 is responsible to specify the stage 3 encoding for the Npcf_SMPolicyControl service specified in stage 2 TS 23.502.
When describing the Npcf_SMPolicyControl service operations, 23.502, subclause 5.2.5.4 defines:
5.2.5.4.2
Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Get Service Operation

…
Description: Provides the requested policy to the NF Consumer.
…
5.2.5.4.3
Npcf_SMPolicyControl_UpdateNotify Service Operation

…
Description: Provides updated policy to the NF Consumer.

NOTE:
This notification corresponds to an implicit subscription.

…
5.2.5.4.4
Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Delete Service Operation

…
Description: Provides means for the NF Consumer to delete the context of UE related policy or PDU Session related policy.
…
And CT WG3 understands that in relation to the PCC framework and to the known NF service consumer, the SMF, the Npcf_SMPolicyControl service is used as described in subclause 4.16 "Procedures and flows for Policy Framework", where:

· The Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Get service operation is used by the SMF at PDU session establishment to retrieve PDU session related policy and PCC rule information, as described in 23.502, subclause 4.16.4 "PDU Session Establishment";
· the Npcf_SMPolicyControl_UpdateNotify is used by the PCF to update the SMF with the authorized PCC rules and/or PDU session related policy information after policy evaluation consequence of either the reception of an event from the SMF via the Nsmf_EventExposure_Notify service operation, or the reception of an AF request, as described in 23.502, subclause 4.16.5 "PDU Session Modification";

· and the Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Delete is used by the SMF to indicate the PCF the PDU session release.
At this point, CT WG3 has different interpretations of the defined procedures and flows and wonders if other procedures and flows, beyond the ones reflected in subclause 4.16, or modifications on the specified ones, are foreseen by SA WG2, where other usage of Npcf_SMPolicyControl service operations may occur, since if this is the case, it will affect the stage 3 encoding.
Specifically, CT WG3 wonders if the Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Get service operation can be invoked by the SMF after the PDU session establishment and during the PDU session lifetime (e.g. at PDU Session modification) to request policies from the PCF, as the current Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Get service operation description allows (see 23.502 subclause 5.2.5.4.2), or if it is expected that subsequent interactions from the SMF to the PCF to request policies only take place by invoking Nsmf_EventExposure_Notify service operation.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT WG3 asks SA WG2 to kindly clarify whether the Npcf_SMPolicyControl_Get service operation  can be invoked by the SMF to request policies from the PCF after the PDU session establishment and during the PDU session lifetime (e.g. at PDU session modification) or if it is instead the Nsmf_EventExposure_Notify service operation the one to be invoked. CT WG3 kindly asks SA2 to consider possible related clarifications in TS 23.502.

3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:
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22nd – 26th January 2018
Gothenburg
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