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1. Overall Description:
CT3 has discussed the stage 3 impacts of CR 55 against TS 23.468 agreed by SA2 in their recent meeting in San Francisco (S2-144533).
In this CR, SA2 adds the option for the GCS AS to provide the Flow ID in the Activate MBMS Bearer Request. The reasoning of that CR argues that this is required to enable location dependent services. 
This issue has already been discussed in a joined session between SA2 and CT3 in Phoenix (see S2-141843, Question 5). At that time, CT3 argued that "TS 23.246 states that Flow Ids are assigned by the BM-SC. Flow Ids seem to have no fixed configured meaning in the RAN but are rather dynamically allocated. They are used if the same service (as identified by TMGI) requires different content to be delivered to different service areas. It thus appears unclear what benefit the GCS AS would gain from providing Flow Ids. To the contrary, allowing two network entities to allocate identifiers from the same range bears the risk of conflicts and complicates procedures", and SA2 agreed at that time that the GCS AS does not need to provide FlowIDs (see approved SA WG2 Meeting #103 report, response to question 5 “The BM-SC is the only entity to provide the FlowID”). CT3 still considers the above concerns valid.
According to TS 23.468 and TS 29.468, the BM-SC shall include an MBMS broadcast area in the Activate MBMS Bearer Request to designate the location of a MBMS broadcast service. TS 29.468 assumes so far that the FlowID is merely a dynamic identifier associated by the BM-SC to designate an MBMS broadcast area for one MBMS user service when receiving an Activate MBMS Bearer Request. (For the sake of common nomenclature CT3 considers that the term “Flow Identifier” used in TS 23.246 and the term “FlowID” used in TS 23.468 represent the same parameter and this stage-2 parameter is reflected as MBMS-Flow-Identifier in TS 29.061 and reused in TS 29.468.)
According to some companies in CT3, the intention of S2-144533 was to allow the GCS AS to designate locations via the FlowID with a finer granularity than possible by the MBMS service area, but this interpretation is not shared by other companies and is not reflected in the cover page of S2-144533.
CT3 would like to ask SA2 to kindly answer the following related questions:
1. Does any particular FlowID value have any predefined meaning at the time when the GCS AS supplies it to the BM-SC?
2. If so, what does it designate (e.g. a location with finer granularity than can be expressed with a MBMS service area)?
2. Actions:
To SA2 group.
ACTION: 	CT3 asks SA2 to kindly answer the above questions and consider if any changes in TS 23.468 are required.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT3 Meetings:
CT3#81	25 - 29 May 2015 		Sanya, CN
CT3#82	17 – 21 August 2015	Vancouver, CA

