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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to inform CT WGs that the work on Optimized service Charging and Allocation of Resources in IMS whilst Roaming (OSCAR) has concluded and is to be sent for approval to SA#55 in March.

As studied in the attached TR, OSCAR has detected two main gaps in the current specifications to permit a HPLMN control the resources in a VPLMN for IMS services (Conferencing, transcoding and tones/announcement insertion) for inbound roamers.

The gaps are.

· MRB/MRF discovery, that must be achieved without the visited network needing to reveal the topology of its resources in its network, i.e. the actual allocation and/or denial of MRB/MRF resources is decided by the visited network as per its own subscribers and simply announced to the home network in case there is a need or advantage to execute a breakout for optimal routing.

· Placement of MRB in In-line mode (and interface between an MRB and MRFC).

For MRB/MRF discovery, SA2 has concluded that three options are recommended in order to fulfil OSCAR requirements: 
1. Announcing the availability of MRB/MRF at session initiation. 
2. Announcing the availability of MRB/MRF at session registration. 
3. In case the VPLMN is not prepared to announce the availability of resources, a configuration option shall exist in order to allow the HPLMN to determine a suitable MRB/MRF for the service(s) invoked by the user.
First two options imply IMS session registration/initiation procedures to be updated. Third option is assumed to not imply any impact in the IMS specifications.

With regards to placement of MRB, SA2 understands CT1 is already progressing work in a Media Resource Broker WID (C1-113712), where CT1 will conduct the study on direct interface between MRB and MRFC when MRB operates in In-Line mode.

Being this one of the gaps detected by OSCAR study, SA2 kindly asks CT1 to address the interoperator scenarios as depicted in the attached TR in conjunction with the new interface(s) as well as addressing any security requirement that can be derived from the interoperator traffic in the Conferencing and Tones/Announcement insertion services (TS 23.218). 

SA2 kindly asks CT1 as well to consider the three options concluded in OSCAR TR, for being included in your work related to the Media Resource Broker in interoperator scenarios.
Last, OSCAR has also identified the IMS-NNI as potentially impacted due to the allocation of MRB/MRF in the VPLMN, whilst the current profile does not include any of the Media Resource function interfaces. CT3 is kindly asked to analyze whether IMS NNI should be modified in order to include such interfaces and keep both CT1 and SA2 informed about that. 

2. Actions:

To CT1 group

SA2 kindly asks CT1 to address the interoperator scenarios as depicted in the attached TR in conjunction with the new interface(s) as well as addressing any security requirement that can be derived from the interoperator traffic in the Conferencing and Tones/Announcement insertion services. 

Additionally, SA2 kindly requests CT1 to consider the three options for discovering MRB/MRF resources in your work related to the Media Resource Broker in interoperator scenarios.

To CT3 group:
SA2 kindly asks CT3 to study potential impacts on the IMS-NNI profile and respond back to SA2 and CT1, if any action needs to be taken by SA2 or CT1.
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