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3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations



3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1].


example: text used to clarify abstract rules by applying them literally.

IM CN subsystem: (IP Multimedia CN subsystem) comprises of all CN elements for the provision of IP multimedia applications over IP multimedia sessions, as specified in 3GPP TS 22.228 [9].

IP multimedia session: as specified in 3GPP TS 22.228 [9] an IP multimedia session is a set of multimedia senders and receivers and the data streams flowing from senders to receivers. IP multimedia sessions are supported by the IP multimedia CN Subsystem and are enabled by IP connectivity bearers (e.g. GPRS as a bearer). A user may invoke concurrent IP multimedia sessions.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:



Ici
Reference Point between an IBCF and another IBCF or I-CSCF belonging to a different IM CN subsystem network

Izi
Reference Point between a TrGW and another TrGW or media handling node belonging to a different IM CN subsystem network

Mi
Reference Point between a BGCF and CSCF

Mm
Reference Point between a CSCF/BGCF/IMS ALG and an IP multimedia network.

Mw
Reference Point between a CSCF and another CSCF

Mx
Reference Point between a CSCF/BGCF and IBCF
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6.1.1.4
Notations of the codes

In the table 6.1 the status codes m, o, c, i and n/a have the following meanings:
Table 6.3: Key to notation codes for SIP messages
	Notation code
	Notation name
	Sending side
	Receiving side

	m
	mandatory
	The message shall be supported at II-NNI.
Supporting sending a SIP message at the II-NNI means that this message shall be sent over the II-NNI if received from the serving network. It does not imply that network elements inside the serving network or user equipment connected to this network shall support this message.
	Supporting receiving a SIP message at the II-NNI means that this message shall be forwarded to the serving network. It does not imply that network elements inside the served network or user equipment connected to this network are supporting this message.

	o
	optional
	The message may or may not be supported at II-NNI. The support of the method is provided based on bilateral agreement between the operators.
	Same as for sending side.

	n/a
	not applicable
	It is impossible to use/support the message.
	It is impossible to use/support the message. This element will be discarded by the IBCF.

	c <integer>
	conditional
	The requirement on the message ("m", "o" or "n/a") depends on the support of other optional or conditional items. <integer> is the identifier of the conditional expression.
	Same as for sending side.
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6.1.2.1
General

The functional entity closest to the border of an IMS network towards an Inter-IMS Network to Network Interconnection (see reference model in Clause 5) shall provide the capabilities specified for that network element in Annex A.3 of TS 24.229 [5].
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6.2.1
General

The control plane transport of the IMS Inter-Operator Service Interconnection Interface shall comply with Clause 4.2A of TS 24.229 [5].

Support of SCTP as specified in RFC 4168 [27] is optional for an IBCF connected by II-NNI. 
Note:
Nevertheless this option is favourable if the operators would like to improve reliability over the Ici.
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