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4
Overview

Interconnection between two different IM CN subsystems shall be guaranteed in order to support end-to-end service interoperability. For this purpose, Inter-IMS Network to Network Interface (II-NNI) between two IM CN subsystem networks is adopted, according to the assumptions coming from 3GPP TS 23.002 [3] and 3GPP TS 23.228 [4]. 

Aiming to support the delivery of IMS services between two separated IM CN subsystems, protocol interconnection has to occur:

· at a control plane level, in order that IMS procedures can be supported. In this case the adopted reference point is the Ici;

· at a user plane level, where media streams are exchanged over the Izi reference point.

The management of IP multimedia sessions is acted by using SIP. The transport mechanism for both SIP session signalling and media transport is IPv4 (IETF RFC 791 [2]) or IPv6 (IETF RFC 2460 [7]). The 3GPP profile of SIP defining the usage of SIP within the IM CN subsystem is specified in 3GPP TS 24.229 [5]. Example call flows are provided in 3GPP TR 24.930 [6].
The general interconnection model is shown in Figure 4.1. 
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Figure 4.1: Interconnection Model for IM CN Subsystems

The possible functional entities involved in the signalling plane interconnection (IBCF, I-CSCF, BGCF) and in the user plane interconnection (TrGW) are specified in 3GPP TS 24.229 [5] and in 3GPP TS 29.162 [8] related to IPv4/IPv6. 
<<End Change >>
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