3GPP TSG CT WG3 Meeting #48bis
C3-081187
Zagreb, CROATIA, 22 - 26 June 2008

Title:
LS on Clarification of stage 2 requirements for DRA
Response to:


Release:
Rel-8
Work Item:
SAES
Source:
CT3

To:
SA2
Contact Person:


Name:
Mark Jones
Tel. Number:
+1-613-301-7758
E-mail Address:
mark.jones@bridgewatersystems.com
1. Overall Description:
Section 7.6.2 of the stage 2 PCC specification for Release 8 (TS 23.203 v8.2.0) states that:

“The DRA functionality should be transparent to the Diameter applications used on the Gx, Gxa/Gxc, S9 or Rx reference points”
This can be interpreted as the DRA functionality must not place any additional requirements on the PCC applications and hence DRA should be specified using only features inherited from the Diameter base protocol (RFC3588).

CT3 has analyzed three candidate solutions for DRA functionality and concluded that two of these solutions impact the PCC client (see TR 29.804 section 5.2.5.2.1.10) requiring additional call flows in order for the DRA to “keep status of assigned PCRF for a certain UE and IP-CAN session” (as also described in Section 7.6.2 of TS 23.203 v8.2.0). Despite failing to meet this transparency recommendation as interpreted above, the CT3 analysis also identified other strengths that would make these solutions preferable in certain deployment scenarios. 
In addition, one of the non-transparent solutions is based on Diameter redirect and section 7.6.1 of TS 23.203 states that:

“The use of Diameter agents, including Diameter redirect agents, shall be permitted”
This suggests that CT3 should elaborate a DRA solution based on redirect even though such a solution does not meet the transparency recommendation as interpreted above.

2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 group to confirm whether the interpretation of the transparency requirement is correct and if not, provide further clarification.
ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA2 group to clarify the requirement for Diameter redirect agent support as it relates to the DRA.
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