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1. Introduction
There have been a number of analysis drafted for Diameter Routing Agent (DRA) approaches (e.g., C3-080626, C3-080636). Even after extensive ad-hoc and offline discussions, the group has been unable to select a particular approach to adopt. So much so, that at CT3#48, there was a call to operators to express their preferences. This paper is the consensus among the co-signing operators. 

2. Discussion

As the above mentioned analysis contributions have shown, each DRA approach brings with it some strengths and weaknesses. This is perhaps the chief reason why a single “superior” approach has not been found.
Depending on deployment scenario, a different approach may be optimal. For example, an operator may prefer to deploy Redirect servers within an operator administrative domain. This allows a central point of control, less state held in the DRA servers, and all Diameter messages do not have to travel through the DRA. At the same time, an operator may prefer to deploy Proxy based DRAs interfacing from external networks like roaming partners to facilitate network hiding and simplify security relationships. Moreover, according to our understanding, also in case of roaming scenarios different approaches can guarantee interoperability.
The preceding need is coupled with the observations that both Redirect and Proxy behaviours are supported by base Diameter standards. It is also felt that it is not too difficult to implement both Redirect and Proxy behaviours especially in Diameter clients. This leads to the conclusion that both approaches need to be supported.
3. Recommendation
This paper recommends that both approaches be documented and adopted in 29.804. On the Diameter client side, it shall be mandatory to support both Redirect and Proxy approaches. On the DRA server side, it shall be mandatory to support either Redirect or Proxy approach. Furthermore, the implementation choice between Redirect or Proxy server shall be based on operator requirements.
