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1. Overall Description:

CT3 thanks TISPAN WG3 and WG4 for its Reply to LS on Stage 3 specification for NNI (C3-070640). During last meeting the objective of the group was addressed to go forward the aspects regarding the Inter-IMS Network to Network Interface (II-NNI).
Taking into account the issues proposed in the Reply LS, the approach shared inside CT3 group is reported in the following:

Alignment with ITU-T
During the discussion of your liaison in the WG3/4 joint session, it was noted that the original liaison which TISPAN WG3/4 sent requested that an initial gap analysis between ITU-T Q.3401 and TS 24.229 be done jointly between 3GPP and TISPAN to determine if any further specifications were required. 

ITU-T Q.3401 defines the NNI Interface seen for service-oriented interconnection also known as SoIx within TISPAN. This combines the Ic with the Iz Reference point.

WG3 and WG4 believe that a gap analysis is the first work needed in the TR and would like to ask CT3 to consider this in their work.

Further, if it is determined that a new TS is required for the NNI between IMS networks, we would like CT3 to remember that ITU-T Q.3401 is already a specified global standard for use between NGN for voice band services and is currently considered by some regulatory bodies.  Thus it is strongly requested that this new TS ensures that basic voice calls can be established with networks conforming to Q.3401. TISPAN WG3 and WG4 would like to ask CT3 to consider this in their work. It should also be noted that ITU-T SG11 is considering revising this recommendation to widen its scope to include multimedia services.
Answer: The objective of the 3GPP specification is to address the Inter-IMS Network to Network Interface (II-NNI) definition in order to support end-to-end service interoperability between IM CN subsystems, and not more in general interconnection between NGN systems. So the main goal of the group is to focus the study on the 3GPP specifications where it is presumable that aspects regarding IM CN subsystems are already covered.
Our assumption is that, in order to have a useful gap analysis, it would be better to define completely the II-NNI profile by first, and then compare two profiles that could be considered quite stable.

So the approach we would like to follow is based on two steps:

· define the essential aspects of II-NNI 3GPP Profile (main goal of the TR) starting from the scenario of the interconnection between two IM CN substystems;
· compare the 3GPP and ITU-T profiles and evaluate possible modifications in the base specifications in order to allow interconnection with NGN networks supporting Q.3401.
Please take into account that a preliminary analysis was presented in CT3 (see attached C3-070411) aiming to highlight the differences between ITU-T and 3GPP requirements. This discussion paper was the starting point to address the Work Item for stage 3 definition of Ici and Izi reference points.

Transport
The transport protocol for SIP (UDP, TCP, SCTP) at the NNI should also be specified (or at least a default transport protocol) as part of the WI.

Answer: in the TR the section 6.2 “Control Plane Transport” has been dedicated to this goal.
Timescale

There are concerns that the timescale as outlined in the WID (C3-070593) attached in the liaison C3-070597 does not fit in TISPAN Release 2 timescale (completion of TISPAN Release 2 stage 3 is scheduled for the end of the year). TISPAN WG3 & WG4 consider rapid completion of the WI as of major importance.

Answer: It is important to keep in mind that time is very short and only a few meetings are available. Anyway the effort of the group is to try to fix most of the essential aspects of II-NNI in terms of TR before the end of the year. At this scope probably a Joint Meeting between TISPAN WG3, WG4 and CT3 might be beneficial to speed up the work. 
2. Actions:

To TISPAN WG3 and WG4 groups:

CT3 kindly asks TISPAN WG3 and WG4 to take into account CT3 considerations and to evaluate their participation to a Joint Meeting where II-NNI aspects could be evaluated together.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:

CT3#46
5th  - 9th November 2007

Sophia Antipolis, France

CT3#47
28th January - 1st February 2008

TBD
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