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17.5.2

Session start procedure

The BM-SC initiates the MBMS session start procedure when it is ready to send data. This informs the GGSN of the imminent start of the transmission and MBMS session attributes are provided to the GGSNs included in the list of downstream nodes in BM-SC.   For a multicast MBMS service these are the GGSNs that have previously registered for the corresponding MBMS bearer service. The bearer plane is allocated.
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Figure 27: MBMS Session Start procedure

1.
The BM-SC sends a RAR message to indicate the impending start of the transmission and to provide the session attributes to the GGSNs listed in the "list of downstream nodes" parameter of the corresponding MBMS Bearer Context. The BM-SC sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to ‘Active’. 

2.
For a broadcast MBMS bearer service the GGSN creates an MBMS Bearer Context. The GGSN stores the session attributes in the MBMS Bearer Context, sets the state attribute of its MBMS Bearer Context to ‘Active’ and sends a RAA message to the BM-SC. In case BM-SC has not requested establishment of unicast tunnel for user plane data, GGSN should send IGMP Join message towards BM-SC as specified by [33]. An AAR message is not mandated for the Gmb application in response to a RAR- RAA command exchange.
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