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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 and CT3 have collaborated successfully in Release 6 to enhance the SCUDIF service change (see e.g. LS R3-050356/C3-050258 from RAN 3 to CT3 and reply LS C3-050440). In the reply LS, CT3 announced that they would possibly consider further work on the question raised by RAN3 in their LS on possible further enhancement for the SCUDIF service change in the Rel-7. Now CT3 started discussing some SCUDIF enhancements in Rel-7.

CT3 discussed proposals to enhance the SCUDIF procedures for a service change from speech to multimedia. It is the intention of those proposals that the speech service is only interrupted after it is guaranteed that the service change will succeed to enhance the user experience.
Among the proposals were enhancements to 
RANAP signalling to inquire the availability for multimedia resources at the air interface without triggering a RAB reconfiguration. While a RAB is configured for a speech call, the S-MSC would send some RANAP signalling to inquire if sufficient resources to reconfigure this RAB for multimedia are available. The RNC shall reply immediately indicating if enough resources are available. The interaction shall not trigger a reconfiguration of the RAB.
One possible implementation could be to use a RAB assign Modify Request with Speech Parameters within the RAB Parameter IE and Multimedia Parameter in the Alternate RAB Parameter IE while the RAB is configured for speech. Those IEs are already defined but the semantics in this combination and the RNC reactions probably require clarifications. The RNC should reply immediately with a RAB assign Modify Response with an indication whether the Alternate RAB could be currently supported.
Questions were raised if there are backward compatibility issues if a Rel-7 MSC sends such RANAP signalling to a Rel-6 RNC.
Before CT3 decides if the suggested SCUDIF enhancements will be implemented in Rel-7, CT3 would like to obtain related feedback from RAN3.

CT3 kindly asks RAN3 to answer the following questions:

1. Is RAN3 willing to work on a RANAP extension that satisfies the outlined requirements in the Rel-7 timescale?

2. Can RAN3 recommend a suitable RANAP signalling mechanism? 
3. Would there be backward compatibility issues if such a RANAP extension is introduced?
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks RAN3 to provide feedback on the proposal and answer the listed questions.
3. Date of Next CT3 Meetings:

CT3#41
28th August - 1st September 2006

Da Lian, China

CT3#42
10th September - 3rd November 2006
Virginia, USA
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