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	                                                              *** 2nd Change***


4
Gx reference point
4.1


Overview
The Gx reference point is located between the Policy and Charging Rules Function (PCRF) and the Policy and Charging Enforcement Function (PCEF). The Gx reference point is used for provisioning and removal of PCC rules from the PCRF to the PCEF and the transmission of traffic plane events from the PCEF to the PCRF. The stage 2 level requirements for the Gx reference point are defined in 3GPP TS 23.203 [7].

Signalling flows related to the both Rx and Gx interfaces are specified in 3GPP TS 29.213 [8].
	                                                              *** 3rd Change***


4.4.2
PCEF

The PCEF (Policy and Charging Enforcement Function) is the functional element that encompasses policy enforcement and flow based charging functionalities. These 2 functionalities are the heritage of the release 6 logical entities PEP and TPF respectively. This functional entity is located at the Gateway (e.g. GGSN in the GPRS case, and PDG in the WLAN case). It provides control over the user plane traffic handling at the Gateway and its QoS, and provides service data flow detection and counting as well as online and offline charging interactions.

For a service data flow that is under policy control the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the Gateway if and only if the corresponding gate is open. If the PCEF receives an Authorization token and Flow Id(s) from an UE, the PCEF shall report them to the PCRF over Gx.

For a service data flow that is under charging control the PCEF shall allow the service data flow to pass through the Gateway if and only if there is a corresponding active PCCrule and, for online charging, the OCS has authorized the applicable credit with that Charging key. The PCEF may let a service data flow pass through the Gateway during the course of the credit re-authorization procedure.
	                                   *** 4th Change***


4.5.1
Request for PCC rules

The PCEF shall indicate, via the Gx reference point, a request for PCC rules in the following instances.

1)
At IP-CAN session establishment:


The PCEF shall send a CC-Request with CC-Request-Type AVP set to the value “INITIAL_REQUEST”. The PCEF shall supply user identification and other attributes to allow the PCRF to identify the PCC rules to be applied. The other attributes shall include the type of the radio access technology (e.g UTRAN, GERAN, WLAN) and the UE IP address. For GPRS, information about the user equipment (e.g. IMEISV), QoS negotiated, SGSN Address, SGSN country and network codes, APN, TFT and indication if the bearer is used as IMS signalling PDP context shall be provided.

2)
At IP-CAN session modification if an Event trigger is met:

IP-CAN session modification with PCEF-requested rules can occur in the following cases: 

· For GPRS, when a new PDP Context is being initiated in an already existing PDP Session.

· For GPRS, when a PDP context is being modified or terminated.


The PCEF shall send a CC-Request with CC-Request-Type AVP set to the value “UPDATE_REQUEST”. The PCEF shall supply those attributes that have changed within the PCC rule request. The bearer attributes that have been modified since the last request are required items. 

Editor’s note: Cases to IP-CAN session modification different from GPRS are still to be identified

	                                   *** 5th Change***


5.3.13
TFT-Filter AVP (GPRS access type only)

The TFT-Filter AVP (AVP code 1012) is of type IPFilterRule, and it contains the flow filter for one TFT packet filter. The TFT-Filter AVP is derived from the Traffic Flow Template (TFT) defined in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13]. The following information shall be sent:

-
Action shall be set to "permit".

-
Direction shall be set to "out".

-
Protocol shall be set to the value provided within the TFT packet filter parameter "Protocol Identifier/Next Header Type". If the TFT packet filter parameter "Protocol Identifier/Next Header Type" is not provided within the TFT packet filter, Protocol shall be set to "IP".

-
Source IP address (possibly masked). The source IP address shall be derived from TFT packet filter parameters "Source address" and "Subnet Mask". The source IP address shall be set to "any", if no such information is provided in the TFT packet filter.

-
Source and destination port (single value, list or ranges). The information shall be derived from the corresponding TFT packet filter parameters. Source and/or destination port(s) shall be omitted if such information is not provided in the TFT packet filter.

-
The Destination IP address shall be set to "assigned".

The IPFilterRule type shall be used with the following restrictions:

-
No options shall be used.

-
The invert modifier "!" for addresses shall not be used.

The direction "out" refers to downlink direction. 

5.3.14
TFT-Packet-Filter-Information AVP (GPRS access type only)

The TFT-Packet-Filter-Information AVP (AVP code 1013) is of type Grouped, and it contains the information from a single TFT packet filter including the evaluation precedence, the filter and the Type-of-Service/Traffic Class sent from the PCEF to the PCRF. The PCEF shall include one TFT-Packet-Filter-Information AVP for each TFT packet filters applicable at a PDP context in separate TFT-Packet-Filter-Information AVPs within each PCC rule request. corresponding to that PDP context. TFT-Packet-Filter-Information AVPs are derived from the Traffic Flow Template (TFT) defined in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13]. 

AVP Format:

TFT-Packet-Filter-Information ::= < AVP Header: 1013>








 [ Precedence ]








 [ TFT-Filter ]








 [ ToS-Traffic-Class ]

5.3.15
ToS-Traffic-Class AVP (GPRS access type only)

The ToS-Traffic-Class AVP (AVP code 1014) is of type OctetString, and it contains the Type-of-Service/Traffic-Class of a TFT packet filter as defined in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13].
	                                   *** 6th Change***


5.4
Gx re-used AVPs

The table 5.4 lists the Diameter AVPs re-used by the Gx reference point from existing Diameter Applications, reference to their respective specifications and short description of their usage within the Gx reference point. Other AVPs from existing Diameter Applications, except for the AVPs from Diameter base protocol, do not need to be supported. The AVPs from Diameter base protocol are not included in table 5.4, but they are re-used for the Gx reference point. Where 3GPP Radius VSAs are re-used, they shall be translated to Diameter AVPs as described in IETF RFC 4005 [12] with the exception that the 'M' flag shall be set and the ''P' flag may be set. 

Editor’s Note: It is for further study whether the AVPs in table 5.4 are applicable for bearers or sessions.

Table 5.4: Gx re-used Diameter AVPs

	Attribute Name


	Reference
	Description
	Acc. type

	3GPP-GPRS-Negotiated-QoS-Profile
	3GPP TS 29.061 [11]
	For GPRS the QoS of the PDP context
	GPRS

	3GPP-RAT-Type
	3GPP TS 29.061 [11]
	Indicate which Radio Access Technology is currently serving the UE.
	GPRS

	3GPP-SGSN-Address
	3GPP TS 29.061 [11]
	For GPRS the IPv4 address of the SGSN
	GPRS

	3GPP-SGSN-IPv6-Address
	3GPP TS 29.061 [11]
	For GPRS the IPv6 address of the SGSN
	GPRS

	3GPP-SGSN-MCC-MNC
	3GPP TS 29.061 [11]
	For GPRS the MCC and the MNC of the SGSN
	GPRS

	AF-Charging-Identifier
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	The AF charging identifier that may be used in charging correlation. For IMS the ICID. This AVP may only be included when CHARGING_RULE_LEVEL reporting is being used.
	All

	Called-Station-ID
	IETF RFC 4005 [12]
	The address the user is connected to. For GPRS the APN.
	All

	CC-Request-Number
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The number of the request for mapping requests and answers
	All

	CC-Request-Type
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The type of the request (initial, update, termination)
	All

	Charging-Information
	3GPP TS 29.229 [14]
	The Charging-Information AVP is of type Grouped, and contains the addresses of the charging functions in the following AVPs:

· Primary-Event-Charging-Function-Name is of type DiameterURI and defines the address of the primary online charging system. The absence of the protocol definition in the DiameterURI shall indicate the default protocol defined for the Gy interface. 

· Secondary-Event-Charging-Function-Name is of type DiameterURI and defines the address of the secondary online charging system for the bearer. The absence of the protocol definition in the DiameterURI shall indicate the default protocol defined for the Gy interface. 

· Primary-Charging-Collection-Function-Name is of type DiameterURI and defines the address of the primary offline charging system for the bearer. The absence of the protocol definition in the DiameterURI shall indicate the default protocol defined for the Gz interface. 

· Secondary-Charging-Collection-Function-Name is of type DiameterURI and defines the address of the secondary offline charging system for the bearer. The absence of the protocol definition in the DiameterURI shall indicate the default protocol defined for the Gz interface.


Editor’s Note: The scope of this AVP (bearer or session) is FFS.
	All

	Flow-Description
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	Defines the service flow filter parameters for a PCC rule
	All

	Flows
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	The flow identifiers of the IP flows related to a PCC rule as provided by the AF. May be only used in charging correlation together with AF-Charging-Identifier AVP.
	All

	Flow-Status
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	Defines whether the service flow is enabled or disabled. The value “REMOVED” is not applicable for Gx.
	All

	Framed-IP-Address
	IETF RFC 4005 [12]
	The IPv4 address allocated for the user.
	All

	Framed-IPv6-Prefix
	IETF RFC 4005 [12]
	The IPv6 address prefix allocated for the user
	All

	Maximum-Requested-Bandwidth-UL
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	Defines the maximum authorized bandwidth for uplink.
	All

	Maximum-Requested-Bandwidth-DL
	3GPP TS 29.214 [10]
	Defines the maximum authorized bandwidth for downlink.
	All

	Rating-Group
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The charging key for the PCC rule used for rating purposes
	All

	Service-Identifier
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The identity of the service or service component the service data flow in a PCC rule relates to. 
	All

	Subscription-Id
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The identification of the subscription (IMSI, MSISDN, etc)
	All

	User-Equipment-Info
	IETF RFC 4006 [9]
	The identification and capabilities of the terminal (IMEISV, etc.) 
	All
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