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SA4 has developed a new codec for Immersive Voice and Audio Services (IVAS codec) in Rel-18, which is an extension of the 3GPP Enhanced Voice Services (EVS) codec, to address the increasing demand for rich and immersive multimedia services. 

SA4 specifications on IVAS (TS 26.252, 26.253, 26.254, 26.255 and 26.256) are sent for approval to SA#103 (March 2024). SA4 is expected to finalize its work by June 2024 (with characterization testing results available in August 2024). 

A new WID is proposed in C4-240257 to add support for the IVAS codec in MTSI, based on the requirements in SA4 specifications, to the specifications under CT WGs responsibility. The work is proposed for Rel-18 and is targeted to be completed by CT#104 (June 2024). An exception sheet is proposed in C4-240258.

SA4 and CT4/CT3/CT1 will have 2 meetings in Q2 2024:
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SA4 meetings will take place the week before CT WG meetings.

The following work plan is intended to finalize the CT work by June 2024:

1. It is assumed that SA4 agrees all CRs impacting the CT work at their April meeting (e.g. SDP parameters for IVAS). 
1. CT WGs agree their CRs at their May meetings.

Assuming CT grants exceptions to CT WGs to finalize the CT work by June 2024, CT may notify SA and SA4 (at CT#103, March 2024) on the above conditions for CT WGs to be able to complete their work for Rel-18.
