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	Reason for change:
	In 23.401, the semantics of the Release Assistance Indication are explained as follows:
 
If no Downlink Data are expected based on the Release Assistance Information from the UE in step 1, this means that all application layer data exchanges have completed with the UL data transfer…

If the Release Assistance Information was received with Uplink data and it indicated that Downlink data was expected, it means that the next downlink packet following the sending of the Release Assistance Information is the last packet of the application layer data exchange.

This means that the Release Assistance Indication pertains to the expectation of any further (all) application data exchanges and not only to the expecattoin of the downlink acknowledgment. 

This understanding needs to be reflected in the stage 3 specifications.
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[bookmark: _Toc430935600][bookmark: _Toc430935736]***** First change *****
6.6.X.2	UE initiated transport of user data via the control plane
Upon receipt of a request to transfer user data via the control plane, if the UE is in EMM-CONNECTED mode, the UE initiates the procedure by sending the ESM DATA TRANSPORT message including the user data to be sent in the User data container IE.
If the UE is in EMM-IDLE mode, the UE initiates the procedure by sending the ESM DATA TRANSPORT message included in a DATA SERVICE REQUEST message.
Based on information provided by the upper layers, the UE may include a Release assistance indication IE in the ESM DATA TRANSPORT message to inform the network whether, subsequent to the current uplink data transmission, further application layer data exchange is expected or not. 
When receiving the ESM DATA TRANSPORT message, the MME shall identify the PDN connection to the SCEF or to the PDN GW, based on the EPS bearer identity included in message, and forward the contents of the User data container IE accordingly.
If the ESM DATA TRANSPORT message includes a Release assistance indication IE, then ESM passes the release assistance indication to the EMM layer.


Figure 6.6.X.2.1: Transport of user data via the control plane procedure

***** Next change *****
[bookmark: _Toc438049816]9.9.4.XY	Release assistance indication
The purpose of the Release assistance indication IE is to inform the network whether or not a further application layer data exchange subsequent to the uplink data transmission is expected.
The Release assistance indication information element is coded as shown in figure 9.9.4.XY.1 and table 9.9.4.XY.1.
The Release assistance indication is a type 1 information element.
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Figure 9.9.4.XY.1: Release assistance indication information element
Table 9.9.4.XY.1: Release assistance indication information element
	Release assistance indication value 

	

	Downlink data expected (DDX)

	

	Bits

	2
	1
	

	0
	0
	No information available

	0
	1
	Application layer data exchange subsequent to the uplink data transmission is not expected

	1
	0
	Application layer data exchange subsequent to the uplink data transmission is expected

	1
	1
	reserved

	
	
	

	Bits 3 and 4 of octet 1 are spare and shall be encoded as zero.
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