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Description

GSMA Networks Group RiLTE thanks 3GPP SA2 for their response on LS on ePDG selection.
Based on the response, it is not clear whether the “pre-configuration of the ePDG” in the current ePDG selection procedure defined in TS 23.402 clause 4.5.4, supports the pre-configuration of a static ePDG IP address, or pre-configuration of the UE to construct the FQDN of the ePDG based on HPLMN identity.  

NG RiLTE confirms that the procedure should allow the operator to at least (pre-) configure the UE to construct the FQDN of the ePDG based on HPLMN identity, thereby selecting the ePDG from the HPLMN, and overriding the ePDG selection from the VPLMN.
  
A. Shall the UE always select an ePDG in HPLMN or shall the UE select an ePDG in HPLMN only in certain scenarios? What would such scenarios be?

When the UE is (pre-) configured for the ePDG selection from the HPLMN, the UE shall always perform the ePDG selection from the HPLMN, thereby overriding the ePDG selection from the VPLMN. 

B. Shall the selection of ePDG in HPLMN be dependent on the current VPLMN, e.g. when the UE roams in VPLMN #1 the UE shall first try to select an ePDG in VPLMN, whereas when the UE roams in VPLMN #2 the UE shall select an ePDG in HPLMN?


If the UE is (pre-) configured to always select the ePDG from the HPLMN, the selection of ePDG from HPLMN overrides the ePDG selection from any VPLMN, not dependent on the particular VPLMN where the UE is roaming.

Note: considerations regarding ePDG selection for emergency services are not included in this discussion.


NG RiLTE discussed also the possible mechanisms for the UE (pre-) configuration. Although NG RiLTE does not have a requirement for 3GPP to specify the procedure how the operator pre-configures the UE, RILTE kindly asks 3GPP SA2 to report back if such mechanism is specified in 3GPP.

Note: aspects regarding legal interceptions have not been fully considered. Further input from legal interception experts is required.


ACTION (to 3GPP SA2):
NG RiLTE kindly asks the 3GPP SA2 to take the answers into account and consider enhancing the ePDG selection procedures to support the possibility to always construct the ePDG address based on the HPLMN identity.
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