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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has been made aware that the size of UE Radio Capability information can exceed 900 octets. However, according to TS23.401 subclause 5.11.2 UE Radio Capability Handling, the maximum size of UE Radio Capability information that an MME needs to support is specified to be 510 octets.
To allow for the addition of future radio technologies, frequency bands, and other enhancements, the MME shall store the UE Radio Capability Information even if it is larger than specified in TS 36.331 [37], up to a maximum size of 510 octets.

Continuous increase in the size of UE Radio Capability information causes uncertainty for determining  MME’s capacity in terms of number of UEs that it can support. SA2 respectfully requests RAN2 group to keep this in mind and to try to consider limiting the size of UE Radio Capability information or provide other means allowing for reducing the total amount of information to be stored.  
During discussion in SA2, it was also commented that network element’s storage capacity aspect is a Stage-3 responsibility. SA2 wonder whether CT4 can consider to take over the responsibility for determining any size limitation for the storing the UE Radio Capability information and capture any such limitations in their specification. CT4 may also then choose to interact with RAN2 to capture an appropriate value for the maximum size of the UE Radio Capability information.

SA2 understand that recent changes to GERAN to EUTRAN PS handover (due to rSRVCC) removes the original CT1 protocol reason for this 510 octet limit.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 groups:

ACTION:  SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to take the above information into consideration. 
To CT4 groups:

ACTION:  SA2 kindly requests CT4 to consider taking over responsibility for determining any size limitations for the stored UE Radio Capabilities information and to capture this in their specification. SA2 can then appropriately update their specification.
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