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1. Overall Description:

SA1 has discussed the incoming liaison statement from SA4 in S4-120527, which asks several questions regarding handling of fax support in IMS. 

1. Should an MTSI terminal supporting FAX service operate as: 

· a T.38 FAX gateway?, i.e., will an analog FAX machine be connected to the MTSI terminal?  
SA1 Answer: Yes, this is required as there are some operators whose customers still require this functionality.
· a FAX endpoint?, i.e., does the FAX transmission terminate/originate in the MTSI terminal?

SA1 Answer: Yes, this is required.
· a T.38 protocol relay from a connected T.38 FAX machine ?
SA1 Answer: No, this is not required.
Generally, a MTSI terminal should work as a user agent for T.38 FAX service regardless of gateway, endpoint or relay functionality 
2. The T.30 FAX protocol allows operators of FAX machines to engage in voice conversation between transmission of the FAX pages.  Is the FAX service in IMS required to support switching between FAX and voice, for each use case identified in the previous question?  Also, is simultaneous operation of FAX with voice (or voice+video) required to be supported by the MTSI terminal?

SA1 Answer: No, neither fax/voice switching nor simultaneous operation is required.

3. Is support of GSM FAX interworking required? 

SA1 Answer: Yes, GSM FAX interworking in the network is required.

SA1 would like to point out that the answers given above clarify the requirements expressed in 3GPP SA1. 

2. Actions:

To SA4.

ACTION: 
SA1 asks SA4 to take the above information into account in their work.
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