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1. Overall Description:

CT3 thanks CT1 for the LS on “USSI issues”. CT3 has studied the media plane resource reservation questions and possible impact of such a SIP session without a media plane on PCC in general.
In existing PCC specifications for all releases (including frozen releases relevant for the backward compatibility raised by CT1) the following procedures related to port zero handling are specified:

· If the port number for a media flow is zero in SDP, the AF/P-CSCF shall set the status of the flow to “REMOVED” (refer to TS 29.213). 
· If the status of a flow is “REMOVED”, the associated IP flow shall not be taken into account when deriving the authorized QoS (refer to TS 29.214). 
As a consequence, no media plane resources are reserved for the “In-Dialog Proposal” described in CT1’s LS. 
But unnecessary/redundant message exchange between the AF/P-CSCF and PCRF over the Rx interface takes place unless the AF/P-CSCF refrains from sending an AA Request to the PCRF in this case. 

However, CT3’s understanding is that it is easy for the AF/P-CSCF to deduce from the SIP/SDP signalling that the USSD SIP session does not have any media flows and does not require any user plane bearer resources, and consequently, refrain from sending an AA Request to the PCRF. CT3 will consider updating their Rel-11 specifications accordingly, if CT1 selects the “In-Dialog Proposal”.
2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
Take the information above into account when selecting a solution for the USSD issue.
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