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1. Overall Description:

The SGSN needs the VLR number establish an association with the MSC/VLR (see Section 6.3.0 in TS 23.060). 

3GPP TS 29.118 says:

"Independent of the Service indicator information element, if the MME has activated Idle mode Signalling Reduction for the UE, the MME shall forward the paging request to the associated SGSN, as described in 3GPP TS 29.274 [17A]. The VLR number is derived by the MME from the VLR name provided by the VLR." 


However, in the CS Paging Indication, the MME sends the VLR Name to the SGSN (see Section 7.4.5 in TS 29.274). It is nowhere specified how the SGSN obtains the VLR Number from the VLR Name.

There are in principle two ways to solve this mismatch. 

1) Specify the VLR Number to be sent from the MME to the SGSN instead of the VLR Name
2) Specify the SGSN to derive the VLR Number from the VLR Name. This makes deriving the VLR Number from the VLR Name in the MME obsolete.

CT4 discussed a CR proposing method 1). This was deemed infeasible as this would imply a backward incompatible change. Hence, CT4 views 2) as the better way forward.

2. Actions:

To CT1 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 kindly asks CT1 to take the above into consideration and – if necessary – change the specifications accordingly. 
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