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1. Overall Description:

3GPP WG CT1 thanks 3GPP WG CT3 for their liaison statement in C1-102151 / C3-100765. 3GPP CT1 believes that for many of the scenarios identified by WG CT3, that the appropriate control is at the recipient. Thus, the PSTN / CS gateway should be the device that sends the 4xx-6xx response to the REFER request. If a UE does not handle the REFER method, then the UE will provide an appropriate response indicating that the request is not supported. The REFER method documentation already provides text that indicates that UAs should decide whether a REFER is to be accepted rather than accept all REFER requests blindly.

While there may be network policy for not passing on REFER request, this needs to be balanced against losing the functionality the REFER method provides, and take into account that it is better to provide a REFER response from the target of the Request-URI if that does not contravene the reasons for that network policy.

However it has always been realised that for various reasons a REFER request may not work, e.g. when interworking with the PSTN. This was discussed back in release 6 in the creation of 24.147, and it was decided at that point that no text was required. As such we do not believe a specific warning about the IBCF is necessary.

Additionally, it is the desire of 3GPP CT1 to identify within 3GPP TS 24.229 where specific screening functionality is standardised for the IBCF, and 3GPP TS 29.165 should only identify if that is applicable. Currently there is no specific IBCF type identified for this, and therefore no specific profile in Annex A that expresses the implementation of the REFER method so that the IBCF can recognise it and reject the REFER request.
2. Actions:

To 3GPP WG CT3 group.

ACTION: 
3GPP WG CT1 request 3GPP WG CT3 to take this information into account in the further development of 3GPP TS 29.163.
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