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1. Overall Description:

3GPP CT1 discussed a change request to 3GPP TS 24.229 to extend the syntax of the P-Access-Network-Info header field with a new access-type 3GPP2-1X-FEMTO.
During this discussion the 3GPP2 femtocell architecture was questioned. 3GPP CT1 require a greater understanding of the architecture in order to discuss the proposed new access type in the P-Access-Network-Info header. Does the end-point connected to the femtocell act as a SIP UA or is the femtocell access point interworking CS signalling to SIP and thus acting as a SIP UA? 

It is acknowledged that the current access type for 3GPP-1X is insufficient since the coding does now adequately cover the coding required for femtocells. 

However, the understanding of 3GPP CT1 is that the 3GPP2-1X-FEMTO P-Access-Network-Info access type is proposed to uniquely identify the Femtocell Access Point. This does not seem to align with the specified usage of the P-Access-Network-Info header in RFC 3455 which states that P-Access-Network-Info header is used to identify the underlying access network providing layer 2/layer 3 IP connectivity. A review of the proposed solution for identification of the femtocell access point seems necessary based upon the defined semantics semantics of the P-Access-Network-Info header.  

It is 3GPP CT1's understanding that the entry in the P-Access-Network-Info header for requests that a generated by a 3GPP2 femtocell access point should identify the underlying access network providing IP connectivity and not to identify the access point itself. From the IM CN subsystem view point this may differ compared with the UA's understanding of the access network it is using. This is especially important in the case where the end point connected to the femtocell access point is acting as a SIP UA.

Is it appropriate to use the existing 3GPP2-1X access-type but define a new access-info extension to accommodate the femtocell identifier?
2. Actions:

To 3GPP2 TSG-X group.

ACTION: 3GPP CT1 kindly ask 3GPP2 TSG-X to take the above into consideration for their solution for identification of 3GPP2 femtocell access points.
3. Date of Next TSG-CT WG1 Meetings:

TSG-CT WG1 Meeting #63
22-26 February 2010
San Francisco, USA.

TSG-CT WG1 Meeting #64
10-14 May 2010
TBD, Japan.

