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5.5.1.2.5
Attach not accepted by the network

If the attach request cannot be accepted by the network, the MME shall send an ATTACH REJECT message to the UE including an appropriate EMM cause value. If the attach procedure fails due to a default EPS bearer setup failure, an ESM procedure failure, or operator determined barring is applied on default EPS bearer context activation during attach procedure, the MME shall combine the ATTACH REJECT message with a PDN CONNECTIVITY REJECT message contained in the ESM message container information element. In this case the EMM cause value in the ATTACH REJECT message shall be set to #19 "ESM failure".

Upon receiving the ATTACH REJECT message, the UE shall stop timer T3410 and take the following actions depending on the EMM cause value received.

#3

(Illegal UE); or

#6

(Illegal ME);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. The UE shall consider the USIM as invalid for EPS services and non-EPS services until switching off or the UICC containing the USIM is removed. Additionally, the UE shall delete the list of equivalent PLMNs and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.


If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the MM parameters update status, TMSI, LAI and ciphering key sequence number, and the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI and GPRS ciphering key sequence number as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

NOTE:
The possibility to configure a UE so that the radio transceiver for a specific RAT is not active, although it is implemented in the UE, is out of scope of the present specification. 

#5

(IMEI not accepted);


The UE shall enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-IMSI.
#7

(EPS services not allowed);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. The UE shall consider the USIM as invalid for EPS services until switching off or the UICC containing the USIM is removed. Additionally, the UE shall delete the list of equivalent PLMNs and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.


If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI and GPRS ciphering key sequence number as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#8

(EPS services and non-EPS services not allowed);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. The UE shall consider the USIM as invalid for EPS services and non-EPS services until switching off or the UICC containing the USIM is removed. Additionally, the UE shall delete the list of equivalent PLMNs and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.


If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the MM parameters update status, TMSI, LAI and ciphering key sequence number, and the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI and GPRS ciphering key sequence number as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#11
(PLMN not allowed);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. Additionally, the UE shall delete the list of equivalent PLMNs and reset the attach attempt counter, and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.PLMN-SEARCH.


In S1 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity in the "forbidden PLMN list" and enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.PLMN-SEARCH. The UE shall perform a PLMN selection according to 3GPP TS 23.122 [6].


In S101 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity provided with the indication from the lower layers to prepare for an S101 mode to S1 mode handover in the list of "forbidden PLMNs for attach in S101 mode" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-CELL-AVAILABLE.

If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the MM parameters update status, TMSI, LAI, ciphering key sequence number and location update attempt counter, and the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI, GPRS ciphering key sequence number and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value and no RR connection exists.

#12
(Tracking area not allowed);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. Additionally, the UE shall reset the attach attempt counter.


In S1 mode, the UE shall store the current TAI in the list of "forbidden tracking areas for regional provision of service" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.LIMITED-SERVICE.


In S101 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity provided with the indication from the lower layers to prepare for an S101 mode to S1 mode handover in the list of "forbidden PLMNs for attach in S101 mode" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-CELL-AVAILABLE.

If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI, GPRS ciphering key sequence number and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#13
(Roaming not allowed in this tracking area);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. The UE shall delete the list of equivalent PLMNs and reset the attach attempt counter.


In S1 mode, the UE shall store the current TAI in the list of "forbidden tracking areas for roaming". Additionally, the UE shall enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.LIMITED-SERVICE or optionally EMM-DEREGISTERED.PLMN-SEARCH. The UE shall perform a PLMN selection according to 3GPP TS 23.122 [6].


In S101 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity provided with the indication from the lower layers to prepare for an S101 mode to S1 mode handover in the list of "forbidden PLMNs for attach in S101 mode" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-CELL-AVAILABLE.

If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI, GPRS ciphering key sequence number and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#14
(EPS services not allowed in this PLMN);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI.


In S1 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity in the "forbidden PLMNs for GPRS service" list. Additionally, the UE shall enter state EMM-DEREGISTERED.PLMN-SEARCH. The UE shall perform a PLMN selection according to 3GPP TS 23.122 [6]. 


In S101 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity provided with the indication from the lower layers to prepare for an S101 mode to S1 mode handover in the list of "forbidden PLMNs for attach in S101 mode" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-CELL-AVAILABLE.

If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI, GPRS ciphering key sequence number and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#15
(No suitable cells in tracking area);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3) and shall delete any GUTI, last visited registered TAI and KSI. Additionally, the UE shall reset the attach attempt counter.


In S1 mode, the UE shall store the current TAI in the list of "forbidden tracking areas for roaming" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.LIMITED-SERVICE. The UE shall search for a suitable cell in another tracking area or in another location area in the same PLMN according to 3GPP TS 36.304 [21].


In S101 mode, the UE shall store the PLMN identity provided with the indication from the lower layers to prepare for an S101 mode to S1 mode handover in the list of "forbidden PLMNs for attach in S101 mode" and enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.NO-CELL-AVAILABLE.

If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status, P-TMSI, P-TMSI signature, RAI, GPRS ciphering key sequence number and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.

#25
(Not authorized for this CSG);


The UE shall set the EPS update status to EU3 ROAMING NOT ALLOWED (and shall store it according to subclause 5.1.3.3). Additionally, the UE shall reset the attach attempt counter and shall enter the state EMM-DEREGISTERED.LIMITED-SERVICE.


The UE shall remove the CSG ID of the cell where the UE has sent the ATTACH REQUEST message from the Allowed CSG list.


The UE shall search for a suitable cell in the same PLMN according to 3GPP TS 36.304 [21].


If A/Gb mode or Iu mode is supported by the UE, the UE shall in addition handle the GMM parameters GMM state, GPRS update status and GPRS attach attempt counter as specified in 3GPP TS 24.008 [13] for the case when the normal attach procedure is rejected with the GMM cause with the same value.
Other values are considered as abnormal cases.

9.9.3.9
EMM cause

The purpose of the EMM cause information element is to indicate the reason why an EMM request from the UE is rejected by the network.

The EMM cause information element is coded as shown in figure 9.9.3.9.1 and table 9.9.3.9.1.

The EMM cause is a type 3 information element with 2 octets length.

	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	EMM cause IEI
	octet 1

	Cause value
	octet 2


Figure 9.9.3.9.1: EMM cause information element

Table 9.9.3.9.1: EMM cause information element

	Cause value (octet 2)

	

	Bits

	8
	7
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	
	

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	
	IMSI unknown in HSS

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	
	Illegal UE

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	
	IMEI not accepted

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	
	Illegal ME

	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	
	EPS services not allowed

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	
	EPS services and non-EPS services not allowed

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	
	UE identity cannot be derived by the network

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	
	Implicitly detached

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	
	PLMN not allowed

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	
	Tracking Area not allowed

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	
	Roaming not allowed in this tracking area

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	
	EPS services not allowed in this PLMN

	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	No Suitable Cells In tracking area

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	MSC temporarily not reachable

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	
	Network failure

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	
	CS domain not available

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	
	ESM failure

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	
	MAC failure

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	
	Synch failure

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	
	Congestion

	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	
	UE security capabilities mismatch

	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	
	Security mode rejected, unspecified

	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	
	Not authorized for this CSG

	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	
	Non-EPS authentication unacceptable

	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	
	CS fallback call establishment not allowed

	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	
	CS domain temporarily not available

	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	
	No EPS bearer context activated

	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	Semantically incorrect message

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	
	Invalid mandatory information

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	
	Message type non-existent or not implemented

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	
	Message type not compatible with the protocol state

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	
	Information element non-existent or not implemented

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	
	Conditional IE error

	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	
	Message not compatible with the protocol state

	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	Protocol error, unspecified

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Any other value received by the mobile station shall be treated as 0110 1111, "Protocol error, unspecified". Any other value received by the network shall be treated as 0110 1111, "Protocol error, unspecified".

	


A.2
Cause related to subscription options

Cause #5 – IMEI not accepted


This cause is sent to the UE if the network does not accept attach procedure for EPS emergency services using an IMEI.
Cause #7 – EPS services not allowed


This EMM cause is sent to the UE when it is not allowed to operate EPS services.

Cause #8 – EPS services and non-EPS services not allowed


This EMM cause is sent to the UE when it is not allowed to operate either EPS or non-EPS services.

Cause #11 – PLMN not allowed


This EMM cause is sent to the UE if it requests tracking area updating in a PLMN where the UE, by subscription or due to operator determined barring, is not allowed to operate.

Cause #12 – Tracking area not allowed


This EMM cause is sent to the UE if it requests tracking area updating in a tracking area where the HPLMN determines that the UE, by subscription, is not allowed to operate.

NOTE 1:
If EMM cause #12 is sent to a roaming subscriber the subscriber is denied service even if other PLMNs are available on which registration was possible.

Cause #13 – Roaming not allowed in this tracking area


This EMM cause is sent to an UE which requests tracking area updating in a tracking area of a PLMN which by subscription offers roaming to that UE but not in that tracking area.

Cause #14 – EPS services not allowed in this PLMN


This EMM cause is sent to the UE which requests EPS service in a PLMN which does not offer roaming for EPS services to that UE.

NOTE 2:
Since only one list of forbidden PLMNs for packet services is maintained in the UE, then the "forbidden PLMNs for GPRS service" is the maintained list and the forbidden PLMNs for EPS service is equivalent to it.

Cause #15 – No suitable cells in tracking area


This EMM cause is sent to the UE if it requests tracking area updating in a tracking area where the UE, by subscription, is not allowed to operate, but when it should find another allowed tracking area in the same PLMN.

NOTE 3:
Cause #15 and cause #12 differ in the fact that cause #12 does not trigger the UE to search for another allowed tracking area on the same PLMN.

Cause #25 – Not authorized for this CSG


This EMM cause is sent to the UE if it requests access in a CSG cell with CSG ID where the UE, by subscription, is not allowed to operate, but when it should find another cell in the same PLMN.
Cause #40 – No EPS bearer context activated

This EMM cause is sent to the UE if the UE requests an establishment of the radio access bearers for all active EPS bearer contexts by sending a tracking area update with "active flag" message to the network, but the MME does not have the corresponding active EPS bearer context(s).
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