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1. Overall Description
During specification of inter RAT handovers with E-UTRAN SA2 found out that existing handovers between and within GERAN and UTRAN use RAT specific transparent containers and separate cause information elements in the inter CN node signalling. This causes some unfortunate overhead for the CN by having to handle different information elements for the various handovers while the only service provided by the CN is relaying this information between RAN nodes. SA2 described the TS 23.401 inter RAT procedures with generic RAN transparent containers and with a single set of cause value IEs between CN nodes and on S1 interface. This intents to avoid multiple variant of containers and causes.

SA2 kindly ask GERAN, RAN3 and CT4 to verify the feasibility and to implement this approach in the relevant stage 3 specifications.

Furthermore, SA2 describe in TS 23.401 the handover between UTRAN and E-UTRAN with pre-Rel-8 SGSNs. In this case the Iu interface is also pre-Rel-8. So these procedures need to use existing Iu information elements (Causes, transparent containers, target RNC ID). SA2 approved a CR clarifying the handling of these information elements and also clarifying how an RNC can identify a target eNB by an RNC ID to enable network configurations with pre-Rel-8 SGSNs. SA2 kindly ask RAN3 to verify the feasibility and implement this as necessary in RAN3’s specifications.

2. Actions 

To RAN3, GERAN, CT4

SA2 kindly ask to verify the feasibility of using general causes and transparent containers for the different handover types and to adopt such means when feasible.

To RAN3

SA2 kindly ask RAN3 to verify the feasibility of the handover between UTRAN and E-UTRAN when the SGSN and therefore the Iu protocol is of pre-Rel-8. The specific adaptations are described in the attached approved CR.
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