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1
Introduction
During the spring and summer in 2007, there were lengthy discussions in 3GPP as well as in IETF on this topic, and the internet draft “draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-00” was issued on May 2nd 2007 to address some aspects of service identification. The draft was again updated to “draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-01” on July 9th 2007. This version was subsequently sent to IETF WGLC (Working Group Last Call) with the aim to complete the draft as soon as possible. During the WGLC period, some comments were received, but since the WGLC expired August 6th 2007, no work has been performed on the draft. The draft draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-01 expired January 10th 2008. . 

Since last summer, RFC 5279, which is an RFC recognising “3gpp” as a formal namespace identification (NID) has been issues. This RFC, originally submitted to meet Rel-7 requirements from SA3, also meets some of the concerns given during WGLC for “draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-01“, and could solve a  major outstanding issue on the coding of the urn.
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Problem
A major problem with the draft, is that the urn is suggested to be according to the informal urn-namespace. In this namespace, the urn is of the form “urn:urn-xxx” and this specific urn looks like  <urn:urn-xxx:3gpp-service.ims.icsi.mmtel >, where “xxx” is a number assigned by IANA during the process of completing the internet draft. Since the draft has unresolved issues which need further discussions and no discussions take place, the process has not reached the point in time where IANA will assign a number.

Due to this, the urn representing the icsi- value for MMTEL (urn:urn-xxx:3gpp-service.ims.icsi.mmtel) has no assigned value which prevents terminals from being rolled out.
3
Solution
The urn can be assigned as a formal urn-namespace. The benefit with this is that the structure below the NID (namespace identification) which is called the NSS (namespace specific string) is local to the organisation of the NID, hence the complete urn can be assigned by the organisation in question, i.e. 3gpp without any further delay.
As 3gpp has its own NID assigned by IANA according to RFC 5279, replacement of the “urn-xxx” with “3gpp” can be performed to secure that the service MMTEL can be completed. This would make the urn for MMTEL look like <urn:3gpp:3gpp-service.ims.icsi.mmtel>.
It is proposed not to make any further changes to the urn and the already defined icsi-values, but merely replace “urn-xxx” with “3gpp” to limit the changes and secure that a unique icsi-value for MMTEL is available as soon as possible.
This would also make the draft more generic to be used by other organisations without a need for writing additional internet drafts to add more top level namespace identifiers (adding e.g. oma-service or oma-application for usage by OMA).

It has been claimed that a common namespace for all services is needed, but the draft clearly states that (excerpt from draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-01):

This document describes private extensions to the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) that enable a network of trusted SIP servers to assert the service of authenticated users. The use of these extensions is only applicable inside an administrative domain with previously agreed-upon policies for generation, transport and usage of such information. This document does NOT offer a general service identification model suitable for use between different trust domains, or use in the Internet at large.

Consequently it seems clear that interoperability of services between administrative domains and a central point for service identifications is not within the scope of the draft. 
4
Conclusion
It is proposed that the above approach is adopted by 3gpp. This will ensure that 3gpp is free to administer any URN for service identifiers, and can assign a complete URN for services within 3gpp. An updated version of the draft “draft-drage-sipping-service-identification-01” is attached to illustrate how the changes may look like.
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