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1. Overall Description:

CT1 thanks RAN2 for their LS R2-084919/C1-083716 on the topic of NAS messages during handover from UTRAN to E-UTRAN. In that LS, RAN2 expressed the view that "the NAS message should not be retransmitted during UTRAN to E-UTRAN handover" and request CT1 to confirm RAN2's understanding.

RAN2 further asks CT1 the question

Is there any NAS issue if UE discards the buffered but not yet transmitted CS Service Request or PS Session Management (e.g. Activate PDP Context Request) NAS message during the handover from UTRAN to E-UTRAN?
CT1 wishes to highlight that when there is an inter-system change from UTRAN to E-UTRAN the NAS will effectively change protocol machine. When that happens the NAS procedure taking place before the inter-system change will effectively be aborted so that the NAS protocol machine in E-UTRAN can run. Therefore there is no reason why the NAS message in the previous system which is for a protocol machine of the previous system need even be retransmitted upon reaching the target system.
CT1 hence confirms RAN2's understanding and sees no issue if UE discards any buffered NAS message related to the source system during handover from UTRAN to E-UTRAN.

2. Actions:

ACTION: 
None
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