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1. Overall Description:

CT1 kindly thanks CT4 for the LS on P-CSCF restoration procedures and SA3 for the LS reply on the same issue.
CT1 has discussed the proposal for P-CSCF restoration that is based on the usage of the Path header and came to the following conclusion:

-
The proposal violates RFC 3327 "Session Initiation Protocol (SIP) Extension Header Field for Registering Non-Adjacent Contacts" which specifies the Path header usage. RFC 3327 is referenced from 24.229 and support for the Path header mechanism is mandatory in IMS. RFC 3327 specifies that the Path header entries from the REGISTER request are used to build a Route set for subsequent outgoing requests as follows “…If a Path header field exists in a successful REGISTER request, the registrar constructs an ordered list of route elements (a path vector) from the nodes listed in the Path header field values, preserving the order as indicated in the Path header field values…". 
This causes outgoing requests to traverse all proxies that were included in the Path header of the REGISTER request. 
Multiple Path header entries MUST NOT be interpreted as alternative routes.

-
The proposed solution does not work in case of a NAT being present between the UE and the P-CSCF. 
In such a case, the unprotected outgoing NOTIFY request from the alternative P-CSCF towards the UE will be blocked as there is no active binding in the NAT.

CT1 has discussed possible available solutions however, CT1 has not reached a conclusion yet. 
2. Actions:

To CT4
ACTION: 
CT1 kindly asks CT4 to take the above given guidance into consideration and invites interested parties to come up with further requirements on P-CSCF restoration directly to CT1.
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