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1
Introduction

SA2 recently agreed signalling flows for EPS session management and bearer control procedures in 3GPP TS 23.401 “3GPP System Architecture Evolution: GPRS enhancements for E-UTRAN access” [1]. 
2
Discussion

The EPS session management and bearer control procedures for 3GPP access via E-UTRAN is used to manage the activation, modification and deactivation of bearers for the UE in the Evolved Packet System (EPS). This contribution proposes to add an overview description of the session management and bearer control procedures to the 3GPP TR 24.801 [2].
3
Conclusion

It is proposed to start specifying the EPS session management and bearer control procedures via E-UTRAN access in subclause 6.3 of 3GPP TR 24.801 [2] with the proposed text below.
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1st Change

6.3
Session management and bearer control procedures

Editor's note: This subclause will contain a detailed description of the signalling procedures used between UE and MME, as far as they are under CT1's responsibility.

6.3.1
Overview
6.3.1.1
General

This clause describes the procedures used for session management and bearer control for EPS services (ESM) at the radio interface (reference point "LTE-Uu").

The main function of the session management sublayer is to cooperate with the bearer control function for the handling of EPS bearer contexts between UE and MME. A further function of the ESM layer is to provide a mechanism for the UE to request the setup of an additional EPS bearer context to an additional PDN. 
The procedures for the handling of EPS bearer contexts include procedures for activation, deactivation and modification of an EPS bearer. An EPS bearer context can be associated either to a default bearer or to a dedicated bearer.

A default bearer context is established when the UE connects to a PDN; this can be performed either during the attach procedure (see subclause 6.2.5.1) or based on the UE requested PDN connectivity procedure. The default bearer remains established throughout the lifetime of connection to this PDN. 
Editor's note: It is FFS whether a default bearer can be established (or selected) in other procedure such as handover procedure from legacy network.
For a given PDN, 
the dedicated bearer context can be established after the default bearer context has been established. The dedicated bearer can be modified or released at any time. The establishment and release of a dedicated EPS bearer is initiated by the network. 

A further function of the session management sublayer is to provide a possibility for the UE to request the activation of a bearer resource for a specific use, i.e. a dedicated EPS bearer context for services that can not be accommodated by existing bearers.

NOTE: In order to reduce the time and number of signalling necessary the ESM messages use piggy-backed transport in the radio bearer messages.
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