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1. Introduction 
It was agreed at CT1 #48 in C1-072119 that 

“the TAs of the TA List allocated to the UE shall be located within one MME Pool Area.”

However, it is not applicable to all valid scenarios whilst deploying MME pool area. Here is why. 
2. Analysis 

Given the definition of MME Pool Area in TS23.401 (cited below) 

An MME Pool Area is defined as an area within which a UE may be served without need to change the serving MME. An MME Pool Area is served by one or more MMEs ("pool of MMEs") in parallel. MME Pool Areas are a collection of complete Tracking Areas. MME Pool Areas may overlap each other,
a number of valid MME pool area constellations can be configured as shown in the underneath figure (within the three red circles).

[image: image1.emf]MME1 MME2

TA1 TA2 TA3

TA4 TA5 TA6

MME pool area that MME1 serves

Tracking areas that MME1 can serve


Subject to operator’s configuration, an MME pool area (within red circle) that an MME serves does not necessarily always contain all tracking areas which the MME can serve (within green circle). Hence, it renders undesirable and unnecessary limitations in building up tracking area lists whilst deploying the “multiple TAs concept”. 
3. Conclusion 
We exhort to circumvent the loosely defined “MME pool area” while working on TA list allocation.
<Begin of the change>

5.1.1.1
General

Within the EPS, a registration area is defined as a set of tracking areas and each of these tracking areas consists of one or more cells that cover a geographical area. Tracking areas cannot overlap each other. Within the EPS, the concept of "registration to multiple tracking areas" applies:

-
A tracking area is broadcast in a cell, identified by a Tracking Area Code (TAC) and a PLMN identifier. In case of a shared network, a single TAC and multiple PLMN identifiers are broadcast.

Editor's note: The structure and coding of the TAC is FFS.

-
In order to reduce the tracking area update signalling within the EPS, the MME can assign several tracking areas to the UE.

-
The UE considers itself registered to a list of tracking areas and does not need to trigger tracking area update other than periodic tracking area update as long as it stays in one of the tracking areas of the list of tracking areas received from the MME.
Editor's note: the maximum number of tracking areas which can be allocated per UE needs to be defined.
· The UE will consider the list of tracking areas as valid, until it receives a new list in the next normal tracking area update or periodic tracking area update or it is commanded by the network to delete the complete list of tracking areas or it is detached from the EPS. If the tracking area update request or attach procedure via E-UTRAN is accepted or the TA list is reallocated by the MME, the MME shall provide at least one entry in the tracking areas list.

· The TA list can be reallocated by the MME.
· When the UE is detached from the EPS, the TA list in the UE is invalid; except for the first TAI, the TA list can be deleted by the UE.

· The MME allocates only one temporary identity (S-TMSI) to the UE, even if the UE is registered to more than one tracking area.

· The MME stores the S-TMSI and TA list in its EMM Context for the UE.

· The MME can initiate paging of the UE in all cells of all tracking areas the UE is registered to.

· A TA list assigned by an MME to a UE shall only contain TA(s) served by this MME..
<End of the change>

<Begin of the change>

2.1.1. 5.1.2
S-TMSI handling

A temporary user identity for E-UTRA based services, the S-Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity (S-TMSI), is used for identification within the signalling procedures. The purpose of the S-TMSI is to provide identity confidentiality, i.e., to protect a user from being identified and located by an intruder. The structure of the S-TMSI will be specified in 3GPP TS 23.003 [7]. The S-TMSI provides for an unambiguous identity only within the tracking area list for which it was allocated. Outside the tracking area list the S-TMSI has to be combined with a Tracking Area Identity (TAI) to provide for an unambiguous identity. For this purpose the UE shall use the first TAI of the tracking area list.
Editor's note: It is for further consideration whether the last visited TAI instead of the first TAI from the TA list is provided by the UE.
The MME is responsible of allocating the S-TMSI to the UE. The S-TMSI is uniquely allocated in an MME Area, which is an area containing TA(s) served by the MME. The allocation of the S-TMSI can be performed during attach, tracking area updating and S-TMSI reallocation procedures. The MME uses the S-TMSI for paging purposes.

Editor's note: For the case of MME Pool Areas overlapping the uniqueness of the allocation of the S-TMSI is FFS.

A UE supporting E-UTRA includes a valid S-TMSI, if any is available, in the attach, tracking area updating and service request messages. The MME may assign a new S-TMSI for a particular UE at successful attach, tracking area updating and S-TMSI reallocation procedures.

If a new S-TMSI is assigned by the MME, the UE and the MME handle the S-TMSI as follows:

-
Upon receipt of a mobility management message containing a new S-TMSI the UE considers the new S-TMSI as valid and the old S-TMSI as invalid.

-
The MME considers the old S-TMSI as invalid as soon as an acknowledge for an attach, tracking area updating or S-TMSI reallocation procedure is received.
Usually, the S-TMSI reallocation is performed at least at each time the UE moves to a new tracking area not included in the tracking area list assigned to the UE. However, this is left to the network operator's policies.

<End of the change>
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