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Abstract of the contribution: an analysis and discussion for enhancements of NW discovery and selection is made.

1. Introduction

In C1-071792 [1], SA2 asks CT1 to specify the stage 2 and stage 3 procedures for network discovery and selection for (3GPP and) non-3GPP access and to start work based on SA1’s requirements. One goal of network discovery and selection in this respect is to avoid unnecessary background scanning by the UE and to facilitate service continuity.

In C1-071788 [2], SA1 informs CT1, that they have started to work on this issue. SA1 agreed upon the requirement that is shall be possible for the VPLMN and the HPLMN to provide the UE with access network information pertaining to locally supported non-3GPP access technologies. This information about the access technologies provided to the UE may be based on multiple criteria like the UE’s capabilities, current location or other circumstances. Operator preferences may also be included as well. Other requirements may be formulated by SA1 at the SA1#38 meeting in October.

To facilitate service continuity, this contribution proposes a method to supply information about the access technologies to the UE. Furthermore, we discuss the possibility to inform the access networks about the upcoming potential handover, so that preparation in these access networks could be performed, to even further facilitate service continuity. 

2. Overview 

The main goal of Network Discovery and Selection is to avoid unnecessary background scanning by the UE, by providing the UE access network information based on the UE’s current situation. Avoiding a full scan for access networks clearly decreases the time needed for network attachment, and consequently may decrease the handover delay.

This contribution proposes to have a Network Discovery and Selection (NW-DS) Service in the core to support UEs by providing a list with access networks for the UE (a similar concept has been discussed in SA WG2 S2-072475 [3]). As part of this process, two topics are discussed:

1. The various criteria used to create the list with access technologies like: the UE’s capabilities, current location and other circumstances,

2. And an extension is presented where potential access networks are pro-actively informed about a possible upcoming handover so that these access networks could do handover preparation. This will facilitate service continuity even further than the avoidance of full scans alone. Numerous protocols and procedures could potentially benefit from this approach, e.g.: pre-authentication and IP tunnel setup (DS-MIP/ Proxy-MIP).
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Figure 1. NW-DS Service

3.  NW-DS service

As illustrated in figure 1, an UE connected to EUTRAN (1) that wants to access a non-3GPP network, may request NW-DS support by contacting the NW-DS service (2), which creates a list with access networks for the UE. To keep the list as short and precise as possible, the NW-DS service constructs this list based on the following criteria:

· UE capabilities

The list send to the UE should take into account what kinds of technologies are supported by the UE (e.g.WLAN/WiMAX).

· Subscription information

Does the subscription allow the use of certain access networks? This includes restrictions on certain technologies and roaming agreements.

· User preferences

The user might want to restrict the use of certain networks because of cost or security reasons. These networks should be excluded from the list send to the UE.

· UE circumstances

The reported networks to the UE depend on its current location. Ideally, only networks that are within reach of the UE are included. 

· Quality of Service parameters

To allow service continuity, service requirements of ongoing connections should be taken into account. This includes bandwidth requirements and security aspects. 

· Operator preferences

The operator should be able to decide which networks to include or exclude. 

To create the list with access networks that are available to the UE, the UE’s location is clearly one of the most important aspects. How to obtain the UE’s location is FFS, a possible method could be to use the current UE’s cell-ID. The NW-DS database could maintain neighbour lists to know the potential neighbouring access networks at the UE’s location.

Based on the information received from the NW-DS service, the UE may (pre-) configure its network interfaces and perform an optimized scan for the access networks in the list (step 5).  The UE then decides which network to select (step 6) and attaches to it (step 7). After a successful handover the UE uses the non-3GPP access network (step 8).

To facilitate service continuity, the access networks included in the list that provide this service, pro-actively receive a notification about a possible handover. The goal is to allow the networks to perform handover preparation (details are FFS). Based on the subscription information, user preferences, terminal capabilities, Quality of Service parameters, encryption and compression information, access technology specific attributes or access network specific attributes, information can be generated for each neighbouring access network. This information is then transferred (step 3) to the access networks in a pro-active way, where the access network starts the handover preparation (step 4). Steps 3,4 and 5 could, to a large degree, be performed in parallel.

A time-out or active signalling (not shown in the figure) is needed to inform the access network about UE’s that did not choose that specific access network. The access network can then release any resource it may have reserved for that UE in the handover preparation phase. 

When the UE is roaming to a foreign network, the NW-DS of the visited operator provides the information to the UE and access networks. 

4. Proposal

This contribution proposes to provide the UE with access network information pertaining to locally supported non-3GPP access technologies and to base this information on the listed criteria from Section 3. Further, we propose to study further the method to inform access networks about a possible upcoming attach/handover of the UE.  
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