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1 Introduction
During 3GPP CT1#44 in November 2006, it was agreed to use a Technical Report as a place holder for all CT WG1 aspects for SAE and skeleton for 3GPP TR 24.801 “3GPP System Architecture Evolution; CT WG1 Aspects” was agreed at CT1#45. However, it is still unclear how the SAE related Technical Specifications will look like. This paper discusses a possible way to progress SAE work in an efficient manner in CT1 and proposes a recommendation for the specification for NAS protocol in SAE.
2 Discussion
In order to progress the SAE work in an efficient way in CT WG1, it is preferable to agree in advance in CT WG1 on how the SAE related Technical Specifications will look like. 
The table 1 below contains the basic structure in 3GPP TS 24.008. Based on our analysis, we believe that the sections highlighted in red could be re-used as a basis and enhanced for SAE. In other words, the other parts of 3GPP TS 24.008 would NOT be used for SAE.
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We see 2 different alternatives for the specification of NAS protocol for SAE:

· Alternative 1: Add the description for SAE NAS protocols into 3GPP TS 24.008 “Mobile radio interface Layer 3 specification; Core network protocols; Stage 3”.
The NAS signalling between the UE and the MME for access via E-UTRAN can be added into 3GPP TS 24.008. Doing so, all NAS related information including GSM, GPRS, UMTS and SAE could be captured in a single specification.

· Alternative 2: Create a new Technical Specification for SAE NAS protocols
These highlighted sections of TS 24.008 shown in table 1 could be used as a basis when defining NAS protocol for SAE in 3GPP TR 24.801, and could be enhanced/modified based on the SAE stage 2 requirements. The structure of 3GPP TS 24.008 would be used as a baseline and the specification parts compiled in 3GPP TR 24.801 could be copied into a brand new technical specification when it comes to create the Technical Specification.
3 Conclusion/ Recommendation
We would like to propose to adopt alternative 2 for the specification of NAS protocol for SAE for the following reasons:
· Good readability: Since it would be a dedicated Technical Specification for SAE, readability of the specification would be guaranteed and the SAE aspects of NAS protocols would be more visible. Having SAE aspects of NAS protocols defined in current 3GPP TS 24.008, where not only PS procedures but also CS procedures are defined, where the protocol specification is already made quite dense due to the support of different technologies (i.e. GSM/GPRS/UMTS), would make it more difficult to isolate SAE aspects at the end.
· Efficient work in CT1: We can progress feasibility work in 3GPP TR 24.801 for the SAE. Thereafter we can create a new SAE Technical Specification by copy/paste of the subclauses in the TR. We believe this would help to speed-up and finalize the SAE standardization work in CT WG1.
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