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CT3 thanks SA3 for the LS on “protected MBMS services over MBMS broadcast”, in which it is stated:

In order to ensure that the BM-SC can push key management messages towards a particular UE, the BM-SC needs to know whether a UE is contactable and which IP address the user has. It was asked that CT3 provide feedback about the mechanism that can be used by the BM-SC to check whether a particular user is IP contactable and if a PDP context for the user remains active.

CT3 regrets to inform that existing signalling procedures between the BM-SC and the GGSN for MBMS Broadcast mode cannot be used to check whether a particular user is still contactable and which IP address can be used for pushing key management messages. In broadcast mode there is no user-specific signalling over Gmb. 
Moreover the GGSN towards which the UE has a PDP context might not even receive the Session Start over Gmb interface and hence not have a Diameter session established for that MBMS bearer (or not even have a Gmb interface configured). 
CT3 understanding of the issue is that it should be UE to BM-SC end-to-end communication matter. That is, applications at these endpoints should exchange some control plane messages, but such an exchange goes via user plane tunnels. Therefore, GSNs cannot be aware of such signalling. Concerning keeping PDP context active, we believe that this should be UE MBMS application feature.

Actions:

To SA3

ACTION: 
CT3 kindly asks SA3 to take note of the provided feedback.
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