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Overview

Previously TS 23.279 gave guidance that the “The Personal ME Identifier is not to be used for routing purposes within the network”, however SA2 has now agreed a CR that removes this constraint and adds the text 

“It shall be possible for a UE to register its Personal ME Identifier. Such registration could help the core IMS network in routing SIP messages to that UE instance by using the mechanism specified in RFC 3841 and endorsed by TS 23.228 [2]”

CT1 has already defined the Personal ME Identifier as a 16 bit randomly generated value which is not guaranteed to be unique based on the previous requirements in TS 23.279. The registration requirement and associated “suggestion” that this “could help the core IMS network in routing SIP messages to that UE instance” have a significant impact on the nature of the Personal ME Identifier and has some challenges using the current SIP RFCs. .
The SA2 CR that contains these changes proposes in its cover sheet that registering the Personal ME Identifier “can be done e.g. by using the sip.description feature tag or any other suitable feature tag specified in RFC 3840 (i.e. Contact: ...;description=”PMI-1234”;+g.3gpp.cs-voice).” 

However the usage of the sip/description feature tag is according to RFC 3840:

 Examples of typical use: Indicating that a device is of a certain make and model.

The proposal is therefore inconsistent with the usage intended usage and would also prevent the intended usage from working.

The intended usage of the sip. description feature tag  is for example 

sip.description=”RIM Blackberry 8700i”
This enables one Blackberry UE  to express a preference to reach another Blackberry UE . Adding a random number (Personal ME Identifier) to this feature tag string prevents a match of the preference to the registered tag for this purpose and thus breaks this functionality. This is not acceptable.

How to register a device instance?

draft-ietf-sip-outbound  defines the sip.instance feature tag for this purpose:

Examples of typical use:  Routing a call to a specific device.

However the format of the sip.instance:

Summary of the media feature indicated by this tag:  This feature tag contains a string containing a URN that indicates a unique identifier associated with the UA instance registering the Contact.

This would require that the Personal ME Identifier be a unique ID in the format of a URN or at least be such that it is possible to derive a unique URN from it.
Proposal
It is proposed that CT1 send a liaison to SA2 indicating that this late change to the requirements for the Personal ME Identifier would require a significant redefinition of the Personal ME Identifier and will require the use of a  feature tag defined in an internet draft that is not yet in the RFC editor’s queue and ask if SA2 see this as a mandatory requirement for CSI phase 1.
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