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1
Scope

The present document provides the protocol details for conferencing within the IP Multimedia Core Network subsystem (IMS) based on the Session Initiation Protocol (SIP), SIP Events, the Session Description Protocol (SDP) and the Binary Floor Control Protocol (BFCP).

The functionalities for conference policy control (with respective standardised protocols) are felt to be essential for a complete IMS conferencing service but are not specified in this version of IMS conferencing and are for further study.

The present document does not cover the signalling between a MRFC and a MRFP.

Where possible, the present document specifies the requirements for this protocol by reference to specifications produced by the IETF within the scope of SIP, SIP Events, SDP and BFCP, either directly, or as modified by 3GPP TS 24.229. Where this is not possible, extensions to SIP are defined within the present document. The document has therefore been structured in order to allow both forms of specification.

The present document is applicable to Application Servers (ASs), Multimedia Resource Function Controllers (MRFCs), Multimedia Resource Function Processors (MRFP), Media Gateway Control Functions (MGCFs) and to User Equipment (UE) providing conferencing capabilities.

3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 21.905 [1],  and the following apply:

Conferencing AS: an Application Server that supports functionality specific to a SIP conference focus

The following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 23.228 [2] apply (unless otherwise specified):

Public Service Identity

Three-way session

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 23.228 [7] subclauses 4.3.3.1 and 4.6 apply:

IP-Connectivity Access Network (IP-CAN)

The following terms and definitions given in draft-ietf-sipping-conferencing-framework [8] apply (unless otherwise specified):

Conference

Conference-Aware Participant

Conference notification service

Conference Policy

Conference Policy Control Protocol

Conference-Unaware Participant

Conference URI

Focus

Media Policy

Media policy server

Membership Policy

Mixer

Participant

Tightly Coupled Conference

The following terms and definitions given in draft-ietf-sipping-cc-conferencing [9] apply (unless otherwise specified):

Conference Factory URI

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in draft-ietf-sip-callee-caps [19] apply:

Feature parameter

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 23.002 [2] subclauses 4.1.1.1 and 4a.7 apply:

Call Session Control Function (CSCF)

Home Subscriber Server (HSS)

Media Gateway Control Function (MGCF)

Multimedia Resource Function Controller (MRFC)

Multimedia Resource Function Processor (MRFP)

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 23.218 [5] subclause 3.1 apply:

Filter criteria

Initial filter criteria

Initial request

Subsequent request

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TS 23.228 [7] subclauses 4.3.3.1 and 4.6 apply:

Interrogating-CSCF (I-CSCF)


Proxy-CSCF (P-CSCF)

Public user identity

Serving-CSCF (S-CSCF)

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in 3GPP TR 21.905 [1] apply:

User Equipment (UE)

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions given in draft-ietf-xcon-bfcp [28] apply:

Floor

Floor chair

Floor control server

Floor participant

5.3.1.3.3
Three-way session creation

When a conference participant is participating in two or more SIP sessions and wants to join together two or more of these active sessions to a so-called three-way session, the conference participant shall perform the following steps.

1)
create a conference at the conference focus by sending an INVITE request with the conference factory URI for the three-way session towards the conference focus, as described in subclause 5.3.1.3.2;

2)
decide and perform for each of the active sessions that are requested to be joined to the three-way session, how the remote user shall be invited to the three-way session, which can either be:

a)
by performing the procedures for inviting a user to a conference by sending an REFER request to the user, as described in subclause 5.3.1.5.2; or

b)
by performing the procedures for inviting a user to a conference by sending a REFER request to the conference focus, as described in subclause 5.3.1.5.3;

3)
release the active session with a user, by applying the procedures for session release in accordance with RFC 3261 [7], after a NOTIFY request has been received from that user, indicating that the user has successfully joined the three-way session, i.e. including: 

a)
a body of content-type "message/sipfrag" that indicates a "200 OK" response; and,

b)
a Subscription-State header set to the value "terminated"; and,

4)
treat the created three-way session as a normal conference, i.e. the conference participant shall apply the applicable procedures of subclause 5.3.1 for it.

5.3.1.4.1
User joining a conference by using a conference URI

Upon generating an initial INVITE request to join a conference for which the conference URI is known to the conference participant, the conference participant shall:

1)
set the request URI of the INVITE request to the conference URI; and

2)
send the INVITE request towards the conferencing AS that is hosting the conference.

NOTE 1:
The initial INVITE request is generated in accordance with 3GPP TS 24.229 [5].

NOTE 2:
The mechanisms by which the conference participant / user gets aware of the conference URI are outside the scope of the present document.

On receiving a 200 (OK) response to the INVITE request with the "isfocus" feature parameter indicated in Contact header, the conference participant shall store the contents of the received Contact header as the conference URI. In addition to that, the conference participant may subscribe to the conference event package as described in draft‑ietf‑sipping-conference-package [11] by using the stored conference URI.

NOTE 3:
A conference participant can decide not to subscribe to the conference event package for conferences with a large number of attendees, due to the signalling traffic caused by the notifications about e.g. users joining or leaving the conference.

5.3.1.6.1
Conference participant leaving a conference

When leaving a conference, the conference participant shall:

1)
generate a BYE request on the dialog that was established when joining or creating the conference, in accordance to the procedures described in 3GPP TS 24.229 [5] and RFC 3261 [7];

2)
if the conference participant is subscribed to the conference state event information of that conference, the conference participant shall not renew this subscription and let the related subscription timer expire. When a related NOTIFY request is received which does not include a Subscription-State header set to the value "terminated", the conference participant shall:

a)
wait for an implementation dependant time, if a related NOTIFY request with the Subscription-State header set to the value "terminated" is received; and

b)
afterwards, if no such NOTIFY request is received, unsubscribe from the conference state event information by performing the procedures as described in RFC 3265 [10] and draft-ietf-sipping-conference-package [11].

NOTE 1:
A conference participant leaving a conference will cause the conference notification service to send a NOTIFY request with updated conference state information to all conference participants, including the participant who just left. Therefore the time between sending the BYE request and receiving the next NOTIFY request is very short. The conference participant does not immediately unsubscribe from the conference event package in order not to cause unnecessary traffic on the air interface.

NOTE 2:
After the conference participant leaves the conference, it can receive NOTIFY requests that cross the BYE request sent by the conference participant. In this case, the NOTIFY request will not include a Subscription-State header with the value "terminated", as it was issued before the conference focus / conference notification service got aware of the conference participant leaving the conference. Due to this another NOTIFY request may be received within a short period of time (see NOTE 1), that carries the Subscription-State header set to "terminated".

5.3.2.1
General

In addition to the procedures specified in subclause 5.3.2, the conference focus shall support the procedures specified in 3GPP TS 24.229 [5] appropriate to the functional entity in which the conference focus is implemented. When performing 3rd party call control, the conference focus shall follow the procedures of subclause 5.7.5 of 3GPP TS 24.229 [5].

5.3.2.2.2
Conference focus terminating case

Upon receipt of a conference related initial request, the conference focus shall follow the procedures of 3GPP TS 24.229 [5] subclause 5.7.1.2 in relation to the contents of the P-Charging-Function-Addresses header and the P-Charging-Vector header.

When creating the first response for this initial request, the conference focus shall:

1)
include the P-Charging-Vector header including:

a)
the value of the icid parameter as received in the initial request;

b)
the value of the orig-ioi parameter as received in the initial request; and

c)
the term-ioi parameter, indicating the network of the conference focus; and

2)
include the P-Charging-Function-Addresses header as received in the initial request or, if the P-Charging-Function-Addresses header was not received in the initial request, indicate the values applicable for the conference in the P-Charging-Function-Addresses header.

When creating responses for an initial INVITE request, the conference focus shall additionally send the 200 (OK) response to the initial INVITE request only after the resource reservation has been completed.

5.3.3.3
Leaving a conference

When generating a NOTIFY request with conference state event information that is destined to a subscriber that has either left the conference or was removed from it, the conference notification service shall, include in the NOTIFY request a Subscription-State header with the value "terminated" in accordance with RFC 3265 [10].
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